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September, 1831, and the 30th of September, 1833, with the 
compensation of each,’’ is the official paper furnished in obe- 
dience to this resolution, and is the first publication of any por- 
tion of the incidental expenses that has ever been made in obe- 
dience to the requisitions of law. 

The object of the resolution was to interpose the check of 
public opinion to arrest the abuse of official patronage to prin- 
ters, no other check having been provided. ‘To the end, also, 
that this patronage might not be abused, without detection, by 
employing the owners of the press, in any other way than in 
printing, it provided that the list to be furnished should em- 
brace all printers in any way employed, with the compensation 
to each, no matter for what allowed. Ifa printer be a mail 
contractor, it was intended by the resolution that the fact 
should appear. If any one of those who control the public 
press enjoys for years a monopoly in supplying the department 
with articles to the great profit of the contractor, the fact was 
designed to be shown, in order that the public might judge of 
the extent and influence of the executive patronage over the 
press so controlled. But, so far from accomplishing this, or any 
other proper object of this part of the resolution, it has been 
the means of eliciting a report from the post office department 
precisely adapted to mislead the public in reference to the 
whole subject. 

On the list of printers in the Blue Book, True and Greene, 
proprietors and printers of the Boston Statesmen, are thus 
stated to be employed: 

True & Greene, for printing blanks, 


$6,692 75 
For advertising proposals, 


206 50 


Total compensation reported in the Blue Book, 6,899 25 

But the exhibit now made by the account of the department, 
hereto appended, shows that they have been employed during 
the whole time, (as the present postmaster general had in fact 
for years before employed them), in furnishing paper, printed 
blanks and twine, to the amount of $29,907 75. 

See the account for the following items: 

1832. January 25. ‘True & Greene’s compensation for fur- 
nishing blanks, paper and twine, to various post offices in New 
York and elsewhere, from Ist October to 3lst December, 1831, 
inclusive, 3,944 10 

May 9. True & Greene’s compenzation for fur- 
nishing paper and twine, &c. from the Ist of January 
to the 3lst of March, 1832, inclusive, 

Aug. 27. True & Greene, do. for blanks, paper and 
twine, from 30th June, 1832, 

Dec. 15. True & Greene, do. for blanks, paper and 
twine, from Ist July to the 30th September, 1832, 

1833. March 23. True & Greene, do. for blanks, 
paper, and twine, from Ist October, 1832, to 3lst De- 
cember, 1832, 

April 23. True & Greene, do. for blanks, paper and 
twine, from 1st October, 1832, to 15th April, 1833, 

July 24. True & Greene, for paper, blanks and 
twine, from Ist October, 1833, to 30th Sept. 1833, 

Oct. 16. True & Greene, for blanks, paper, and 
twine, from Ist April to lst Oct. 1833, 


2,144 35 
2,824 10 
2,455 05 


2,164 85 
3,727 23 
3,022 12 
9,625 95 


Real compensation, $29,907 75 

So that the printers of “the Boston Statesman,” thus em- 
ployed by the department, received compensation for the arti- 
cles which they were employed to furnish, within the period 
named in the resolution, exceeding, by $23,008 50, the sums 
published by the department in the Blue Book. 

And from an accurate examinaiion of the original vouchers 
for these payments to them, the following facts appear: 

First, that the real sum paid for “‘the printed blanks,”’ in- 
cluding the press work, type setting, and the paper ou which 
the blanks were actually printed, was $16,463 25 


And that the real sum paid for wrapping paper 
and twine, was 





13,444 50 
29,907 75 
So that the sum paid for the printed blanks alone 
exceeds the sums published in the Blue Book, by $9,564 00 

Secondly. It appears that the only evidence upon which 
these large sums were paid, is the certificate of Nathaniel 
Greene, the postmaster at Boston. He ie the brother of Charles 
G. Greene, of the firm of True & Greene. He undertakes to 
certify, in all cases, that blanks, paper and twine, were fur- 
nished to the various postmasters ‘in New York and else- 
where,’ of the quality stated in these vouchers. He is the 
same person who edited “the Boston Statesman,” before that 
press was transferred to its present proprietors, and, from the 
information we have, it appears to us that the postmaster him- 
self was interested in it at the time of granting his certificates. 


Vou. XLVI Sic. 20. 





This is but one of aclass of cases presented by ‘the inciden- 
tal expenses,”? and we think it proper to remark, that, profita- 
ble as such contracts are, there is no competition admitted for 
them; no advertisement, or other notice, invites other persons 
to enter the lists in rivalry with the favored newspaper editor 
upon whom such compensation is to be bestowed. Establish- 
ed in a city where its patronage from other sources than execu- 
tive favor was probably not very great, the press of “‘the Bos- 
ton Statesman’? appears by the vouchers and receipts, to have 
been sustained in the year 1832, when the last presidential elec- 
tion occurred, by the employment of its proprietors in render- 
ing services to the amount of nearly sixteen thousand dollars, 
which were paid out of the revenues of this department. 

And now it also appears that Hill and Barton, (printers of the 
New Hampshire Patriot), were allowed, during the same pe+ 
riod when True and Greene were employed, $7,543 26 “for 
blanks, paper and twine,”’ of which $4,238 83 was for printing 
blanks, though the sums appearing in the Blue Book, as paid to 
them, amount only to $1,494 36. 

Horatio Hill also had mail contracts for which he received 
6,272 dollars, with ‘newspaper privilege,” as we have seen, 
though the Blue Book does not notice the fact in the list of 
printers; and Hill and Abbot appear also on the list of mail con- 
tractors, both for Maine and New Hampshire, with Hill and 
~* T. S. Abbot and Co. Hill and Crane, and Babbit and 

ill. 

During the same period, Shadrach Penn, who is the printer 
and proprietor of the Louisville Public Advertiser, was em- 
ployed to furnish blanks, paper and twine, to the amount of 
$9,566 36, although in the Blue Book his name appears on the 
list of printers, as in any way employed by the department, 
only for the sum of $2,297 91. Other sums were paid within 
the same period to other persons, for “paper and twine,’? 
amounting to $24,562 61. ‘The sums allowed during these two 
years,as appears by the vouchers and accounts for printed 
blanks, paper and twine, (not including the large sums paid to 
other editors for printing ‘‘mail proposals,’’?) amount to more 
than seventy thousand dollars. 

The account now exhibited by the department shows that 
Francis P. Blair, editor of the Globe, received, from the 30th 
of December, 1831, to the 26th of October, 1833, inclusive, the 
sum of $21,634 90. He appears in the Blue Book for only 
$14,371 57. But as the department, on the application of the 
committee, sent us only a part of the vouchers for this account, 
and deferred sending the rest until it is now too late to ex- 
amine them in time for this report, we cannot say how far the 
Official statement in the register is correct or incorrect. The 
rates at which this printer is employed are enormous, and, in 
our opinion, are not to be justified by reference to any thing 
which has occured in the past history of this department. We 
herewith submit a specimen of the sums paid him for advertis- 
ing; and accompanying the same is a statement of the rates and 
sums allowed for printing advertisements in July, 1830. The 
sum allowed for printing these advertisements is, it will be seen, 


about four times the amount then paid for them. See the state- 
ments marked X. 


During the interesting period between the Ist of July and the 
30th of Dec. 1832, the ‘‘incidental expenses’? were $22,958 07. 
Within that time $13,673 31 was paid for printing to the editors 
and printers of newspapers, besides $5,166 15 for other articles 
by them supplied. Of the sum so paid to printers, Francis P. 
Blair received $8,386 50 ‘‘for printing proposals for carrying the 
mail from the 20th of July, 1832, to the llth October, 1832,” a 
period of two months and twenty-two days. The period im- 
mediately preceding the presidential election was the time se- 
lected for paying from this departinent to this single editor 
about one hundred and sixteen dollars for every day his paper 
issued from the press. At the same time ‘‘the mail proposals’? 
appeared not only in the city prints, and others having exten- 
sive circulation in different parts of the country, but in the 
most obscure country papers, some of which, having consum- 
ed the aliment they fed on, have since perished for the want of 
it. We presenta few examples, and inquire for what possible 
purpose, except that of supporting a party press, while an ex- 
cited political canvass was proceeding in the state of New 
York, were the following expenditures made? 

1832. Mack and Andrews, for publishing proposals 
for carrying the United States mail in New York, 


3ist October, 1832 $365 25 
Bryan & Lesph & Co. for ditto in New York, 10th 
September, 1832, 441 90 
James Stryker, fer ditto, in N. York, 29th Novem- 
ber, 1832, , 416 10 
James Wright, for publishing in “Sandy Hill He- 
rald,?? New York, proposals for carrying the mail 
in New York, 12th July, till September, 1832. 413 10 
$1,636 35 








282 





Ee ———— 


ee 


ee ee ee 


| 
| 


NILES’ REGISTER—JUNE 21, 18834—POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 











It will be seen, by reference to the account now furnished by 
the department, that while the Globe weekly, semi-weekly and 
daily, was publishing these very “‘mail proposals”’ for the whole 
union; and while the Albany Argus and the Courier & Enquirer 
were publishing the same for the state of New York, and trans- 
mitting them to every part of the state from which a bid could 
be expected, these four papers, some of them scarcely circulat- 
ing through a single county in the irterior,and published two 
or three times a week, were kept up at an expense of $1,636 35 
for two months’ printing of the mail proposals for the whole 
atate. For these and other similar expenditures, now brought 
to light by the document annexed, we can peiceive no prece- 
dents in the former history of the department. 


The year 1832 was also distinguished by the amount of ex- 
penses incurred for the services of sundry agents and secret 
emissaries who were put in motion at an expense of nearly ten 
thousand dollars for that year. These trips of investigation do 
not all appear on the face of the account. ‘The sum of 6,005 
is credited for sums paid to S. Gouverneur, the postmaster at 
New York. From an endorsement on one of the vouchers to 
support this charge, it appears that he has received credit on 
the books of the department for that amount, by him paid, for 
the incidental expenses of his office, from which we infer that, 
by the direction of the department, he made these payments, 
and was allowed them on settlement for postagesa. Mr. Gou- 
verneur is not responsible for these payments ordered by the 
department. Among the receipts is one of P. S. Loughborough, 
travelling agent, for one hundred dollars paid him on the 4th 
day of June, 1832; and seven of Barnabas Bates, another tra- 
veller, for $1,253 cash, paid him as “special agent,’ between 
the let of August and the 12th ef December, 1832, inclusive. 


Mr. Barnabas Bates, in October, 1833, presented an account, 
of which the following is a literal copy. 
“General post office, 
“To B. Bates, special agent Dr. 
1833. April 30. 
To services from July 1, 1832, to date, 304 days, at 


3 per diem, $912 00 
Do. o. expenses during the same, $2 50 760 00 
Do. do. steamboat and stage fare, = do. 184 00 


$1,856 00 

So that Mr. Barnabas Bates set a good price on his travels, 
and although, by an endorsement, it appears that Mr. ©. K. 
Gardner, the first assistant postmaster general, doubted about the 
allowance of 50 cents of the $2 50 per diem for “expenses,” 
in addition to the “per diem for services,’’ and the “steamboat 
and stage fare;’’ yet, on putting the question endorsed on the 
youcher—‘‘shall the additional fifty cents be allowed under the 
circumstances?” the postmaster general underwrites—“‘allow- 
ed;” and on the 15th of October, 1833, Mr. Bates gives a receipt 


for a credit allowed him on account for the whole amount of 


1,856 dollars. The most curious part of this matter, however, 
is, that the department has directed Mr. Gouverneur to pay 
these agents for travelling, as it appears they did, as “special 
agents,”? in New York and New England, and then covered 
and concealed the charges under the name of‘‘incidental ex- 
penses of the post office at the city of New York.’’ By the re- 
turns for the first quarter of 1833, it also appears that P. §S. 
Loughborough, who receives an annual salary from the treasury 
of the United States of sixteen hundred dollars as “general 
agent”? of the post office department, was paid in addition 
thereto the sum of $2,467 66 as “‘special agent,’’ for expenses 
in travelling in Virginia, New York and the western states, per 
order of the postmaster general, from the Ist November, 1831, 
to 31st December, 1832, making the whole sum paid that officer 
during that period $4,067 66. During the same period, it will 
be seen from the account that other agents received $4,099 40, 
which, with the payment to Bates, made by Gouverneur, make 
10 66 for travelling agents in about one year. It is in evi- 
ence before the committee by O. B. Brown, that Mr. Longh- 
borough started on another trip of investigation about four 
weeks ago. 


Finally, the incidental expenses from the Ist of July, 1829, to 
the Ist of July, 1834, by the returns made for the four first 
years, and the postmaster general’s estimates for the last, 
amounts to the sum of $357,579 04; thus exceeding the inci- 
dental expenses of the five years previous to the Ist of January, 
1829, by the sum of one hundred and sixty thousand five bun- 
dred and forty-one dollars. The necessity for legal restraint in 
this matter, we think too apparent to require further comment; 
and we now dismiss this part of the subject. 


On the whole, your committee have found the affairs of the 
department in a state of utter derangement, resulting, as it is 
believed, from the uncontrolled diserction exercised by its of- 
ficers over its contracts and its funds; and their habitual eva- 
sion, and in some instances their total disregard of the laws 
which have been provided for their restraint. And your com- 
mittee see no means within the power of congress of extricat- 
ing it from its present condition, and restoring it to healthy and 
efficient action, without providing by law a more strict system 
for its government; prescribing to its officers more special rules 
for the performance of their several dutios; taking from them, as 
far as possible, all discretion, where the acceptance of a con- 
tract, or the disbursement of money is concerned; establishing a 
more strict system of accountability, and enforcing an observ- 
ance of the laws By penal enaetiment. 
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Should congress advance out of the treasury for the support 
of the department, the sum of money asked for by the post- 
master general, or even the whole amount of its debts, it is not 
probable, while under the management of its present officers, 
with no other means than now exist to control and restrain 
them, that its debts would be liquidated, or its efficiency re- 
stored. Under this impression and belief, your committee can- 
not recommend the appropriation of any money to relieve the 
wants of the department until there be some further guarantee 
for its proper and judicious application. 

Your committee, reserving the right to make a further report 
on these subjects hereafter, respectfully recommend the adop- 
tion of the following resolutions. 

[The resolution were published in the last ReGisTeR, page 
261.3 


VIEWS OF THE MINORITY 
Of the committee on the post office and post roads. 

[Mr. Grundy presented the following paper as containing the 
views of the minority of the committee, which was ordered 
to be appended to, and printed with the report of the majori- 
ty.] 

The undersigned, two of the five members composing the 
committee on the post office and post roads, to which was re- 
ferred the resolution of the senate of the 29th March Sast, di- 
recting an examination to be made into the present condition 
of the post office department, differing essentially in their views, 
from the majority of the committee, consider it their duty to 
present a statement of the result of their inquiries, which it is 
believed is fully sustained by the testimony taken, and by the 
books and doeuments of the department. 

The committee were agreed m the opinion, that it was a duty 
which they owed, no less to the postmaster general himsell, 
than to the public, to give all the branches of that department 
as thorough an examination as practicable. 


The first and leading point which attracted attention, was its 
financial condition. The report of the postmaster general, of 
November 30th, 1832, showed an expenditure, for the year end- 
ing 80th June, of that year, exceeding the amount of revenue 
for the same period, by $7,530 18. It also showed an increase, 
in the amount of mail transportation, within the same period, at 
the rate of 8,156,392 miles, equal to upwards of a million of 
miles more than half of the whole annual transportation of the 
mail in 1829. Jt also showed a surplus of available funds at the 
disporal of the department, to the amount of $202,811 40. The 
report of the postmaster general of November 30th, 1833, show- 
ed that the expenses for transportation of the mail, prior to the 
Ist July, 1829, had been $64,248 76 more than had been report- 
ed; and, that the expenses for the same object from the first of 
July, 1829, to the first of July, 1832, had been $141,407 31, mak- 
ing together an expense of $205,656 07 beyond the amount 
which had been reported to the latter period. This exceeded 
the sum reported as a surplus on that day, and left an actual 
deficit, on the Ist of July, 1832, of $2,844 67 beyond the whole 
amount of available funds, including all postages which had ac- 
crued prior to thatday. The same report showed an increase 
in the transportation of the mail, within the year ending the 30th 
June, 1833, at the annual rate of 3,229,464 miles; and an exeess 
of exportation beyond the revenue of the department, to the 
amount of $195,208 40. The report also exhibited the annual 
expense of transportation to be, at the time of making the re- 
port, $2,033,289 42, and the incidental expenses of the depart- 
ment, about $90,000, making together the aggregate expense, 
for the year which will end the 30th June, 1834, $2,123,289 42, 
while the net proceeds of postages, for the year ending the 30th 
June, 1833, was but $1,790,254 65. This excess of expense 
inust necessarily have continued te the close of the year 1833, 
from which period the retrenchments were to commence; which 
the postmaster general stated in his report to have been direct- 
ed. Taking the report fora basis on which to raise the calcu- 
lation, and the expenses of the department will have been, from 
July 1, 1833, to December 31, 1833 $1,061,644 71 
The net proceeds of postages for the same period, 

as nearly as can be ascertained 941,368 61 





Leaving a deficit for the half year, ending 31st 
December, 1833, of 


120,276 10 
Add to this the deficit existing July 1, 1833 


195,208 40 


And the total deficit on the Ist January, 1834, 

would be 316,454 50 

The retrenchments which were to take effect from the Ist of 
January, of the current year, ought to have reduced this deficit 
below the sum of $300,000 by the Ist of April. The condition 
of the department appears to have been at that time, as nearly 
as we can ascertain, as follows: ; 
Due to contractors, as per document No. 2, for services prior 





to January Ist, 1834 $190,000 00 
Ditto, from January Ist to April Ist, 1834 445,000 00 
Total to April Ist, 1834 635,000 00 


Due to banka for loans and over draughts, tlth 


April, 1834 453,599 48 


— 


$1,086,599 48 





Total amount due 
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Amount brought forward, $1,086,599 48 | postmaster general, and have been enjoyed by the community. 
Due to the department, on lst April, from post- In his great desire to sati=fy the wishes of every section of the 
masters and available, country, and to render the department as extensively useful as 
To January Ist, 1834 $300,000 800.000 00 | Possible, he has gone too far, because he has exceeded the mo- 
From January lst to April Ist, 1834 500,000 4 neyed means of his department. But he appears, for the rea- 





; —— | sons assigned in his report, which has been communicated to 
Balance against the department to April Ist, 1834, 286,599 48 | the senate, to have been unapprized of the exact condition of 








To this must be added, the interest, payable to the financial concerns of the department, till the deficiencies 
the Ist of May, 1834, as per document No. 3, actually appeared. He then made the investigation, which re- 
amounting to 5,510 00 | sulted in disclosing the cause, and applied the corrective with 

as much promptness as the public interest would admit. 

And the whole deficit is $292,109 48 The want of a more perfect organization of the post office de- 


in the above estimate of $300,000, due to the department on | partment by law, is calculated to produce embarrassment, and 
the Ist of April last, of postages which accrued prior to the Ist | often to subject its head to unmerited animadversion. The 
of January, there is no possibility of testing its accuracy by any | other departinents of the government are organized with sub- 
other estimate, because it is not an estimate of the postages that | officers, holding their appointments from the executive, who 
accrued from the lst of October, to the 3lst of December, 1833, | superintend the different branches, and share the responsibility. 
the greater portion of which had been collected before the Ist | The post office department was but small in the beginning, and 
of April, but it embraces all the remaining balances due to the | has grown rapidly into its present magnitude and importance. 
department on the lst of April, of all the postages which had | ‘To this circumstance itis probably owing that it has hitherto 
accrued trom the beginning of the government, so far as they | been left without proper organization. The individual who 
are believed to be available. It must be obvious, therefore, that | may happen to be atits head, is held responsible for every thing; 
no correct estimate cau be made of their amount, without going | though its business is so multifarious and extended that no in- 
over every accoumt, many thoadsands in number, striking the | dividual can possibly superintend all its branches. It was for- 
balance of each, and adding these balances together. ‘This we | merly the case, that all its funds were at the disposal of a single 
have not done, and the labor which it would require is so great | person, without any check whatever upon him, or even the 
as to render it impracticable at this time. | means of knowing whether the surplus funds were in deposite, 
It is also proper to observe, that of the $500,000, estimated as | or diverted from their legitimate object. The present incum- 
the proceeds of the quarter ending on the 3lst of March, 1834, | bent has established a rule which is calculated to prevent abuse. 
a part had been paid over by deposites to the credit of the de- | No moneys can now pass into the hands of an individual, with- 
partment, before the termination of that quarter; but so far as | out the concurrence of at least two officers of the department. 
they had been thus paid over, they had been applied to the pay- | If it be a payment for transportation, it requires the requisition 
ment of claims against the department; so that if their payment | of the principal pay-clerk, and a check signed by the treasurer 
in part lessened the amount due to the department, their appli- | and by an assistant postmaster general, before the money can 
cation lessened in the same degree the amount due from the de- | be drawn. If for any other purpose, it requires the requisition 
parunent. of the postmaster general himself, or an account audited by one 
It should here be noticed, that many of the postmasters, in | officer, and approved by another, and a check in either case to 
the most productive post offices, are required, by the regulations | be signed by both these officers, before the money can be drawn. 
of the department, to deposite to its credit in bank, a portion of | This we conceive to be a very salutary improvement in the 
the proceeds of their offices before the close of the quarter. | financial operations of the department, and well calculated to 
Some of these make their deposite weekly, some monthly, and | prevent abuses; but as it is only a regulation of the postmaster 
some not till after the end of the quarter. Of the postage col- | general, it is subject to change at his pleasure. He has indeed 
lected at the several post offices, it is estimated that about one- | given to the system all the effect which he has the power of 
half, or a little more than one-half, is deposited in banks, and | doing: but to give it permanency, so as to constitute a perpetual 
the remainder is drawn by draughts on postmasters in favor of | and effectual barrier against abuse, we are of opinion that it 
contractors. Of the amount deposited in banks, it is estimated | should have the sanction of law; and that the officers exercising 
that about one-half is deposited before the close of the quarter; | these powers should hold their offices, as in other departments, 
so that the amount thus deposited of the current proceeds, be- | not at the pleasure of the person who may fill the place of the 
fore the close of the quarter, is estimated at about one-fourth of | head of the department, but of the president and senate. 
the whole proceeds of the quarter, and is available by the de- The last report of the late postmaster general showed that the 
partment to the payment of transportation, for services render- | expenditures for the year ending the Ist of July, 1828, exceeded 
ed during the preceding quarter. The compensation for servi- | the revenues of the department upwards of $25,000. Between 
ces rendered for transportation in one quarter being payable in | that time and the following March, when he left the department, 
the next. This, however, does not affect the means of the de- | the contracts had been made for the new routes, established by 
partment for meeting its engagements, because the same means | the law of 1828, involving a very considerable increase of ex- 
recur by the current deposites, to an amount, at least equal, in pense. The present postmaster general took charge of the de- 
every successive quarter. It would only produce this result: partment in April, 1829, and his first report showed that the ex- 
, that if the department were to close its operations, and wind up penses of the department for the year ending July 1st 1829, were 
its business, at the termination of any quarter, it would be found | nearly $75,000 more than all ita revenues for the same period. 
about one month behind hand in its resources, beyond what it | Thus it appears that the course of administering the department 
would be if its operations continued. These current payments | which produced the deficit in its means, began as early as 1827, 
have always been relied upon by the department, and while it) or the commencement of 1828, and bas continued from that pe- 
continues its operations, they can never fail. They do not, | riod to the close of the last year. To meet the exigencies of the 
therefore, sensibly affect the statement of the present condition case, the postmaster general resorted to loans from banks, on 
of the department. which he had paid interest prior to the lst April last, 214,570 42, 
By the last report of the late postmaster general, 17th Novem- | and the further amount which accrued to the Ist May, was 
her, 1828, the annual transportation of the mail, at that time, | $5,510, making together the sum of $20,080 42 interest to the 
was 13,610,039 miles. From the reports of the present post- | Ist of May, 1834, as per document No.4. These loans were 
master general, which report is corroborated by a statement of | made on the faith and credit of the post office department, and 
ull the mail routes, with their distances, and the frequency of | not of the treasury; yet, while the moneys of the treasury are 
transportation on each, it appears that the annual amount of | abundant, it does not seem to comport with good economy for 
transportation of the mail, on the Ist July, 1832, was 23,625,021 | one department of the government to be paying interest to the 
miles; and on the Ist July, 1833, it appears to have been further | banks for the use of money, which money is deposited in banks 
increased to 26,854,485 miles, nearly double the amount of what | by another department of the government without interest. The 
it was when the present incumbent took charge of the depart- | committee therefore applied by letter to the postmaster general 
ment. It also appears, from the reports of the postmaster ge- | for a statement of his opinion of the amount which would re- 
neral to the senate, of the 3d of March last, that the whole | lieve his department from pecuniary embasrassment. In an- 
amount of allowances to contractors for extra services, by which | swer to this inquiry, he stated that if, of the moneys formerly 
this great increase of transportation was mainly effected, was | paid by that department into the treasury, the sum of $450,000 
$485,662 41 perannum. To this sum should be added the ex- | could now be placed at the disposal of his department, it would 
pense of carrying into effect the law of the 15th of June, 1832, | effect the desired relief, and that he should be able to restore it 
establishing additional post routes, which is estimated in the | to the treasury in the following instalments, without injury to 
report of 3d of March, (last page), at $125,341 88. On these }) the successful administration of the department: 
new routes, no revenue of any considerable amount could be On the Ist of July, 1835 $150,000 
expected for some time, especially for the first one or two years. On the Ist ef Inlv, 1836 150,000 

















The allowances for these extra services (all taken together), On the Ist of March, 1837 150,000 
appear to be quite within the bounds of moderation, when com- 
pared with the amount of additional services rendered; and 
taken in connexion with the expense of establishing the new 
mail routes, required by the law of 1832, and the loss of reve- | measure, to the amount and on the conditions thus stated by 
nue occasioned by the extension of the franking privilege to | the postmaster general. ; 
members of congress, throughout the year, and the circumstance The postmaster general has been in the habit of reporting an- . 
of the expenses in 1829 being much greater than the revenues | nually to congress the contracts made for transporting the mail, 
of the department, the present deficit is fully accounted for. | with the name of each contractor, and the annual amount of 

“hese extra services were designed for no other end than the | compensation stiputated in the contract. In comparing the 
benefit of the community. At the earnest solicitation of many | contracts made in the fall of 1831 with the report of the t- 
} 


$450,000 
We therefore recommend the passage of a law authorising the 





citizens, urged in most cases by members of congress, and others | inaster general made to congress in the beginning of 1 » it 


high in public confidence, the facilities were granted by the! was found that in some cases the contracis, as they are in ac- 
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tual operation, do not agree with that report. An inquiry was 
instituted into the cause of this disagreement; and we are in- 
formed that when proposals are received for the advertised con- 
tracts, they are registered in a book called the *‘ Proposal Book;” 
that when these bids are decided by the postmaster general, the 
word “‘accepted”’ is written against the name of the person to 
whom a route is assigned; that this is regarded virtually as the 
contract, though sometimes the written instrument is not exe- 
cuted for months after; that from the proposal book the report 
for congress is made out, the name of the person copied, and 
the sum at which the proposal was accepted; that sometimes 
modifications are subsequently made in the contracts, even be- 
fore the services under them commence; and that in such cases 
there will appear a disagreement, as above stated. Upon fur- 
ther examination, we found that such had been the practice of 
the department under former administrations; and as a proof of 
it, we state a few similar cases which we have noted froma 
compariscn made by ourselves, of the contracts made by the 
postmaster general in the fall of 1828, with his report to con- 
gress, in the beginning of 1829. They are as follows: 

Eli Ensign is reported as having contracted to transport the 
mail between fludson and Pittsfield for $700 a year; but his 
contract made in 1828 is for $1,000 a year. ‘homas J. Magee 
is reported as having contracted to carry the mail on several 
routes for $10,225 a year; but his contract made in 1828 is for 
$11,843 a year. Russell Case is reported as baving contracted 
to carry the mail between Utica aud Ithaca for $950 a year; but 
the contract was made with Parker & Co. in 1828 for $1,425 a 
year. li Ensign is reported as having contracted to carry the 
mail between Bridgeport and Bennington for 81,100 a year; but 
his contract made in 1828 is for 81,250 a year. He is also re- 
ported as baving contracted to carry the mail between Harttord 
and Albany for $1,000 a year; but his contract made in 1828 is 
for $1,500 a year. Pettis, Day & Co. are reported as having 
contracted to carry the inail between Boston and Windsor, and 
between Windsor and Burlington, for $3,000 a year; but their 
contract made in 1828 is for $4,400 a year. Hiram Plummer is 
reported as having contracted to carry the mail between Boston 
and Dover for $800 a year; but his contract made in 1828 is for 
$1,250 a year. In all these cases, the report to congress is made 
to agree with the proposal book, though the contracts were dif- 
ferently executed. ‘I'he fact is therefore established, that the 
report of 1832 was made in conformity with the ancient usage 
of the department; and under this mode of reporting, a disa- 
greement will exist whenever a modification of the contract 
shall be made subsequent to the acceptance of the proposal. 

This practice, however, we consider erroneous, and are pleas 
ed to see that it is changed in the report of contracts made to 
the present session of congress, in which, not the proposals ae- 
cepted, but the contracts according to the changes and modifi- 
cations afterwards made are reported; this is proper and neces- 
sary to enable congress to have a full and correct view of the 
contracts and engagements made by the departnent. 

The postinaster general, in his report of November 30th, 
1832, stated the annual transportation” of the mail to be 
23,625,021 miles, making an increase from 1829 of 9,925,021 
miles. A suspicion had been intimated of the correctness of 
this statement; and on an investigation of the subject, the fol- 
lowing appeared to be the facts: 

The late postmaster general, in his last report, November, 
1828, stated, that on the Ist July, 1823, the annual transporta 
tion of the mail was, 

In stages, 


4,489,744 miles. 
On horseback, 


5,011,496 ** 

That there had been added, from that 
time to July 1, 1828, in stages, 1,949,849 «* 
On horseback, 1,658,959 = §* 





This made the annual transportation of 
the mail on Ist July, 1828, 13,610,039 miles. 
The committee procured a list of all the post routes as they 


were in operation on the Ist of July, 1832, with the length of 


each, the manner of performance, and the frequency with 
which the mails were then transported, [document No. 5], from 
which it appears that the annual transportation of the mail on 
the Ist of July, 1832, was 23,632,330 miles; and that the increase 
to that period from the Ist of July 1828, was 10,022,291 miles, 
exclusive of the additional extent occasioned by the under es- 
timate hereafter pointed out. The report of 1832, made the 
whole amount of the annual transportation to be 23,625,021 
miles, which is 7,309 miles less than the result of the calcula 

tion now made. This mode of ascertaining the amount of the 
annual transportation was deemed less liable to error, than any 
that could be resorted to. Besides, a further security for its 
correctness is furnished by the fact, that the length of each 
route is given, and the number of times the mail is transported 
thereon; so that any error contained in it, may be easily detect- 
ed. The fact of a discrepany between the report of 1832 and 
the calculation now made, to the small amount of 7,309 miles 
in 80 many millions, affords strong evidence of its general ac- 
curacy, and especially when it is considered, that the ealcula- 
tion now made and exhibited exceeds the amount then report- 
ed. The idea that the report of 1832, from any motive, placed 
the annual transportation of the mail beyond the true amount, 
is disproved by the fact, that it falls short of it by a calculation 

now made, from the most unerring data that can be obtained. 

In this place we would state, that the committee employed 





rals, who called to his assistance his brother, Abraham Brad- 
ley, the other late assistant postmaster general, to aid them in 
their investigations. lt was supposed, that the long experience 
of these gentlemen in the department, would enable them to 
prosecute some branches of the inquiry with more facility and 
success than could otherwise be done. The report of the re- 
sult of their inquiries has been furnished the committee, and in 
comparing it with the reports of the department, we discover a 
considerable discrepancy, for which we can readily account. 

The Messrs. Bradleys observed in their report that the post- 
master general reported, in November, 1829, that the whole 
length of post roads was 115,000 miles; in 1830, he reported 
them to be 115,176 miles; in 1832, he reported them to be only 
104,467 miles; and in 1833, he reported them to be 119,916 
miles, 

‘The facts appear to be as follows: the Jate postmaster gene- 
ral, in his last report, November, 1828, reported the length of 
post roads to be 114,536 miles. ‘This must have embraced the 
new routes which had been established by the law of the pre- 
ceding congress, as it exlibited an increase of 9,200 miles grea- 
ter than the statistical account of the department showed for 
the preceding year. 

The present postmaster general, in his first report of Novem- 
ber, 1829, assumed the last report of his predecessor as the basis 
of his statement. He did not question its correctness. He had 
estimated an addition of between four and five hundred miles 
in putting into operation a few additional routes within the 








year: making the total amount 115,000 miles. In 1836, be pre- 
dicated his reporton the same presumption, that the hast re- 
port of the late postmaster general was correct, and reported 
an inerease of 176 miles, which bad been added by the estab- 
lishment of a few routes, to furnish the seats of justice to 
some new counties, Which had been established in some of the 
states within that period; and by varying some of the old 
routes, so as to increase their distance, for the purpose of giv- 
ing a mail to new settlements, or growing neighborhoods. This 
gave the number of 115,176 miles in 1830. In the mean time, 
he had caused route books to be made, in which the names of 
the several offices on cach route are given, the distance one 
from another, and the total length of each route; the length: 
having been ascertained from the postmasters on each route, in 
consequence of circulars addressed to them by the postmaster 
general. In 1832, he took the sum total of all these routes from 
the route books, showing the whole length of all the post roads 
to be only 104,467 miles. The discrepancies which they (the 
Messrs. Bradleys), speak of, appear to have been occasioned by 
the estimate which had been made in the report of the late 
postmaster general; and the diminution from 115,176 to 104,467, 
is produced by the present postmaster general’s correction, in 
giving the true amount of mail transportation, aseertained in 
the manner heretofore stated. The route books are in the de- 
partment Open to inspection, and if any errors exist jin them, 
they are subject to correction. Between the report of 1832 and 
that of 1833, the new routes established by the law of 1832 
were brought into operation, which added more than 15,000 
miles to the length of post roads, and increased the total 
amount to 119,916 miles. The Messrs. Bradleys state they 
have endeavored to ascertain the length of post roads in seven 
states and one territory, by examining the advertisements for 
proposals, and when the distances are not advertised, by mea- 
suring the distances on the map; and in the result they bave 
found a difference, or what they assert to be an error, of 4,195 
niles, This is what might have been expected, when compar- 
ing their imperfect and uncertain method of calculating, with 
the correct method of the department. They do not inform us 
what states and territory they took, nor whether they included 
the new routes which went into operation in 1833; nor do they 
furnish us with any detail of the routes, with the length of each 
as the department has done. We have been furnished by the 
department with a detail of all the routes, and the length of 
each, which certainly is the most satisfactory statement that 
ean be given; but the Messrs. Bradleys state, that in seven 
states and one territory, they bave found an error, without pre- 
tending to have examined the whole of the several routes in 
detail as stated on the route-books, and without pointing out 
where theerrorlies. Every route in those states, and that ter- 
ritory, which may have been subsequently established, or 
which is not included in the advertisement which they examin- 
ed, must have been excluded from their calculation; and their 
admeasurement on the map, must have been exceedingly im- 
perfect, while the data on which the report of the postmaster 
general is founded, is clear and unexceptionable. 

They next proceed to show that the increase in the transpor- 
tation of the mail has not been so great as reported by the post- 
master general. They state that, by the last report of the late 
postmaster general, the annual transportation of the mail was 
shown to be 13,709,039 miles. On reference to that report o! 
17th November. 1828, we find him to say, that on the first of 
July, 1823, the transportation of the mail was, 

In stages, 4,489,744 miles. 
On horseback, 5,511,496 ‘** 
Since that time, there has been added, 
In stages, 
On horseback, 


ce 
ec 


1,949,850 
1,658,940 


We find, by the addition of these sums 
that the mail transported in 1828, 


12,610,039 miles. 

















Dr. Phineas Bradley, one of the late assistant postinaster gene- 


and not, as they state, 


13,709,039 miles. 
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This was taken by the postmaster general as the basis on 
which he calculated the increase of 1829, *30 and *31. The 
document before referred to, (marked 5), gives a statement of 
the fength of each route, with the manner and frequency of 
transportation, showing the annual amount of transportation 
ou each route. ‘lhe sum total of these different routes, as they 
stood on the Ist of July, 1832, is 23,632,330 miles, the annual 
amount of the transportation of the mail at that time. The in 
crease between that time and the Ist of July, 1833, occasioned 
by putting the new routes into operation, and by many improve- 
ments On the old routes, is stated to have amounted to upwards 
of three millions; making the total annual amount of transpor- 
tation on the Ist of July, 1833, equal to 26,854,485 miles. To dis- 
prove the correctness of this statement, the Mesers. Bradieys 
report that they have examined the advertisements, and calcu- 
jJated from them the annual amount of transportation, and to 
this added the amount stated in the report of the extra allow- 
ances, made to the senate on the 3d of March last, which they 
assume to be the total amount of annual transportation. The 
incorrectness Of their method must be obvious to every person 
who will make but a slight examination of the subject. Be- 
sides the inaccuracy of their distances, especially such as they 
ascertain by measuring the map, there are,and always have 
been, mai! routes in operation, which are not in the advertise- 
ments. Some will be omitted in the advertisements by acci- 
dent. Some additional routes will every year be required to 
supply new county seats of justice. But what will make a 
much greater difference is, that the advertisements invite pro- 
posals for improvements, such as running more frequently, ex- 
tending routes to greater lengths, and other services to increase 
the transportation of the mail; also,-the greater portion of 
steamboat routes are not advertised. The improved bids are 
frequently accepted, by means of which great alterations are 
made between the advertisements and the contracts, which will 
not be brouglit into view, either by examining the advertise- 
ment, Or the report of extra allowances; because they are not 
contained either in the one or the other. Routes are sometimes 
advertised to run but once a week, and are contracted for to 
run three times a week. They are sometimes advertised to run 
three times a week, and are contracted fortorun daily. They 
are sometimes advertised to run daily, and are contracted for 
to run twice a day. So, we find the route from New York to 
Philadelphia was advertised to run once a day; but the contract 
was made for it to run twice aday. ‘The route from Philadel- 
phia to Pittsburgh was advertised to run once a day; but the 
contract Was made for it torun twice aday. The route from 
Philadelphia to Pottsville was advertised to run once a day; 
but the contract was made for it to run twice a day. The route 
from Reading to Harrisburgh was advertised to run once a day; 
but the contract was made to run twice aday. The contracts 
for these four routes alone provide forthe annual transporta 
tion of the mail 338,360 miles more than what could be embrac 
ed inthe estimate of the Messrs. Bradleys. They are not in 
the advertisement, for they are covered by improved bids; and 
they are not contained in the report of extra allowances, be 
cause they are provided for in the original contract. Thus it 
appears, that the report of the Messrs. Bradleys must be very 
erroneous; but the document furnished by the department, 
showing the whole in detail, is so perfectly clear, that it pre- 
sents no difficulty; and if there exists in the calculation a sin 
gle error, it furnishes the data by which it may be detected. 

In their report, the Messrs. Bradleys complain that they had 
net access to the archives of the department. On this point, 
we are not aware of any just cause for complaint. The post- 
master general did refuse to suffer the books and documents of 
his department to go out of the hands of those by whom they 
are ordinarily kept, exeept they were in charge of the commit- 
tee, or some member of it; but he always showed the greatest 
readiness to provide the committee, or any one of its members, 
80 far as our knowledge extends, with any and every part of the 
archives of his office, whenever called for. He offered thema 
room in his office, which the committee accepted; and when- 
ever any member of the committee was present, be always per- 
mitted the books and documents to be taken into that room, 
and there examined at pleasure, with or without the presence 
of any of the officers of the department, by the Messrs. Brad 
leys, or by any other person whoin the committee thought pro- 
per to employ. 

In the whole course of the investigation, the inquiry whether 
any gift, or gratuity, or favor, had been received by any officer 
of the department, from any coutractor, (which might warrant 
the couchasion, that it might have had any effect upon the pub- 
lie conduct of the officer), was never lost sight of; and the re- 
sult in our minds was, that nothing appeared which would jus- 
tify a suspicion unfavorable to the departinent or any of its of- 
ficers. 

It was suggested to the committee, that the postmaster gene- 
ral bad been furnished with money by ceutractors to whom ex- 
tra allowances had been‘made. The committee subpened and 
brought before them all the contractors who were supposed to 
have any knowledge of the transaction referred to: and from 
all the testimony it appeared, that col. R. M. Johnson had been 
bound as surety or endorser for maj. Barry—that when pay- 
ment was demanded, it was not convenient for either of them 
to raise the money—that col. Johnson, without the agency or 
knowledge of maj. Barry, procured the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars on a temporary loan from a friend of his, who was a 
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was aided, to the amount of 500 dollars, by another contrac- 
tor—that maj. Barry, some time afterwards, paid the money to 
col. Johnson, who repaid it to the person from whom he had 
received it. The contractor swears that it was never a subject 
of conversation between him and the posfinaster general; nor 
did he, in consideration of it, ever receive any favor or indul- 
gence whatever, As the whole of this transaction appears to 
have been without the agency or knowledge of the postmaster 
general, it cannot furnish ground for suspicion of any thing 
wrong on bis part. 

The committee deemed it their duty to investigate every case 
when it was known that a member of the department had ha 
any dealings with a contractor, especially if the least intimation 
was given of a suspicion of any thing improper. A letter was 
received by the committee from a citizen of Pennsylvania, 
charging upon hearsay evidence, that of an extra allowance of 
10,000 dollars on the contract of Reeside & Slaymaker, in 
which Mr. Tomlinson was also interested; Messrs. Reeside, 
Slaymaker and Tomlinson, received each 3,000 dollars, and that 
the other 1,000 had been retained by Mr. Brown, the chief clerk 
of the department. We, therefore, took testimony of all the 
Witnesses to whom we had been referred in said letter; and the 
charge was not sustained by evidence, but was fully disproved. 
A loan of money was made by Messrs. Slaymaker and Reeside 
to Mr. Brown, which had been in part repaid, and part remains 
still unpaid; but it appears, on the clearest testimony, to be a 
loan of money on interest, and does not furnish ground for sus- 
picion of any thing improper. It also appeared that Mr. Brown 
had, sometime before this loan, made a loan on interest to Mr. 
Porter, a contractor, of several thousand dollars; and afterwards 
made an additional loan to Mr. Porter. If it should seem ex- 
traordinary, that he should borrow money on interest, while he 
had money loaned out at interest, the explanation is found in 
the circumstance, that he acted as the agent of the late doctor 
Jackson, and had received his money to the amount of several 
thousand dollars before his death; that he has continued to act 
as the agent for his widow and his orphan children, and has 
been in the habit of receiving their money to the present time, 
which he keeps at interest, as a distinet fund for their benefit; 
and that it was of this fund that he made the loan to Mr. Por- 
ter; but that the money whick he borrowed, was to pur- 
chase property for his own individual benefit. These are all 
transactions of a private character, having no relation to offi- 
cial conduct; but, as they were brought to view in the course of 
the examination of witnesses, we have thought it proper to 
state them, for the purpose of showing that every thing which 
might, by possibility, have a connexion with official relations 
has been carefully scrutinized. There is nothing substantiated 
in the transaction in relation to Mr. Brown, which can justify 
a suspicion of impropriety. 

James Reeside, is a contractor for carrying the mail on many 
different routes, and to a very great extent. In most of the 
contracts Which bear his name, he is associated with others who 
are very largely interested with him. The committee have in- 
quired into all his existing contracts. On all the routes in 
which he is interested, the mail is carried in stages or in steam- 
boats; and their extent is 1,932 miles in length, which is more 
than all the post roads in the United States amounted to in 
1791. On these routes the mail is transported annually, 
1,743,910 miles. For this service, the present compensation is 
$119,810 per year, equal to six cents and eight-tenths ofa cent 
per mile. On 90 miles of these roads, the mail is transported 
three times a day; on 526 miles twice a day; on 881 miles daily; 
and on 435 miles, three times a week. If, where itis transport- 
ed more than once a day, he should be allowed no compensa- 
tion for the service, beyond once a day, the compensation 
would amount to nine cents and seven-tenths of a cent per 
mile. Wehave also compared the compensation which Mr, 
Reeside now receives, with what he received under his con- 
tracts made in 1827, under the late postmaster general. It ap- 
pears that he then transported the mail 392,194 miles per an- 
num, at an annual compensation of $43,732 68, equal to eleven 
cents and two tenths of a cent per mile. Under those con- 
tracts the mail was transported over 573 miles of post road, on 
90 miles of which it was carried twice a day for six days in 
each week. If in thatcase there had been no compensation 
allowed for the service beyond once a day, the compensation 
would amount to thirteen cents per mile. We pursued these 
investigations to ascertain whether there is any ground for sus- 
picion, that special favors have been extended to Mr. Reeside 
under the present administration of that department; and it 
does not appear that the sligheet ground for such suspicion ex- 
ists. He performs the service at a much lower rate than under 
the former administration, and it does not appear that he has 
ever received compensation, but for services rendered fully 
equivalent to the same. 

An investigation was instituted before the committee, to as- 
certain whether he, Mr. Reeside, had not afforded to the post- 
master general such pecuniary aid, from which an inference 
might be drawn, that he might thereby become the object of 
special favor with the department. Upon an examination into 
this subject, it app-ared that the family of the postmaster gene- 
ral was in Philadelphia, and had been there for some time, at- 
tending to his sick son, who was under the care of a physician 
of that place. That the postmaster general, when on a visit to 
his family in Philadelphia, concluded to remove his family, in- 
cluding his son, from that place, at an earlier period than had 


€ ontractor—that this friend, in making up the sum required, | been intended, and to cnable him to discharge the demands 
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against him, obtained from Mr. Reeside 1,000 dollars, upon an 
acceptance of short date, which was paid when it fell due. 
From this transaction, we are wholly unwilling to draw any 
unfavorable inference. In it we can discern nothing but the 
performance of a kind office, for which praise, rather than cen- 
sure is due. 

The committee examined carefully into all cases where com- 
plaints were made, or where any suspicion was intimated of fa- 
voritism having been extended by the department to any con- 
tractor, or of any improper exercise of the discretion of the 
postmaster general in granting allowances. Every such case 
became the subject of rigid scrutiny; and nota single instance 
of alleged abuse has been omitted by the commitiee. 


The route between Baltimore, Md. and Chambersburgh, Pa. 
77 miles, on which Jas. Reeside is contractor, was among those 
which were examined by the commitiee. It appeared that the 
proposal of James Reeside to transport the mail on this route, 
was accepted at 1,900 dollars a year; and that under his con- 
tract he received at the rate of 3,495 dollars a year from the 
commencement of the service under his contract, January 1, 
1832, till the 3lst December, 1833, when it was reduced to 1,900 
dollars. On investigation, it was found that his proposal con- 
tained two propositions, the first to carry the mail daily, in 
four-horse post coaches, as advertised, which was to leave Bal- 
timore daily, at4 A. M. and arrive at Chambersburgh the same 
day at9 P. M. 17 hours: leave Chambersburgh every day at 2 
A. M. and arrive at Baltimore the same day by 8 P.M. 18 
hours; and to perform the service for 1,900 dollars per annuum. 
The other proposition was, to leave Baltimore daily, after the 
arrival of the steamboat from Philadelpuia, and arrive at Chain- 
bersburgh same day, in time to connect with the mails from 
Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, for the annual compensation of 3,495 
dollars. The steamboat at that time left Philadelphia in the 
afternoon, and arrived at Baltimore atan early hour the next 
morning; and the mail from Philadelphia for Pittsburgh, passed 
through Chambersburgh about six o’clock in the afternoon. 


The last proposition required a very considerable increase of 


expedition, and would gain an entire day between Baltimore 


and Pittsburgh, of which this route isa part. Tie proposal of 


James Reeside was the only one offered for the route, and was 
accepted on the first proposition at 1,900 dollars. Te aecept- 
ance was made in October, 1831, the contract to take effeet 
from the Ist day of January foliowing. On the 29th of Decem- 
ber, 1831, the postmaster general appears to have directed him 
to perform the service stipulated in his proposition for 3,495 
dollars; and there is endorsed on the contract in the hand writ- 
ing of Thomas B. Addison, the clerk employed in preparing 
und filing contracts, ‘‘alteration made this 29th December, 
1331.°? Some of the members of the committee were induced 
to suspect that this endorsement had been made ata recent 
date; but on the examination on oath of three clerks, Mr. Addi- 
son, by whom the endorsement was made; Mr. Dundas, who 
was then the corresponding clerk for this division; and Mr. 
Childs who is the present corresponding clerk of this division; 


the fact was clearly established, that the endorsement is not of 


recent date, but was made at the time of the date which it 
bears. 

The route from Tlagerstown, Md. to McConnellsburgh, Pa. on 
which Mr. Reeside is contractor, was also a subject of exami- 
nation. The distance is stated to be 26 miles, and it was ad- 
vertised to ru three times a week in four-horse post coaches. 
For this route there was several proposals, the lowest of which 
was 250 dollars, (a sui wholly inadequate to the service) 
except thatof Mr. Reeside, which was as follows: “We do 
agree to carry the mail on route No. 1,231, from Hagerstown 
to MeConnellsburgh, via Welch Run and Mercersburgh, as 
advertised, for the yearly compensation of 40 dollars, or we 
will carry the same so as to connect the mail at each place, 
with the great eastern and westera mails, daily, in four-horse 
post coaches, for the yearly compensation of ninety-nine dol- 
lars, ninety-nine dollars.’? This bid was accepted, and the 
contract appears to have been immediately filled at 40 dol- 
lars, and put into the hands of Mr. Reeside to be executed, It 
is alleged both by Mr. Reeside and the postmaster general, that 
Mr. Reeside stated verbally to the postmaster general, after the 
route had been assigned to him, and before the commencement 
of the service, that there was a mistake in his proposal; that 
the person who wrote out his proposal for him, must have mis- 
taken his figures, and filled it with sums for which he never in- 
tended to perform the service. He alleged that the words 
‘‘daily in four-horse post coaches,” as used in his bid, were in- 
tended by him to apply equally to both propositions, that he in- 
tended to propose nothing less than a daily mail; but to perform 
the service agreeably to the schedule advertised, for fourteen 
hundred dollars; or to give such increased expedition as would 
perfect the connexions, for nineteen hundred and ninety-nine 
dollars. That the inconsiderable sums named would show that 
there must have been a mistake, and that the writing of the 
words “‘ninety-nine dollars, ninety-nine dollars,’ with this re- 
petition, made it obvious that there must have been an error. 
The postmaster general informed him in answer to this state- 
ment, that as the route was intended to conneet two daily routes, 
it would be necessary for him to run it daily; and that the ques- 
tion for correcting the alleged error in writing the proposal, 
should be a subject for future consideration. There is on the 
files of the departinent, a paper which appears to have been 
written after the service commenced, of which the following is 
a copy: 
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‘Mr. Reeside says that the bid was put in by mistake, as wil} 
appear from the sinall sum. He intended to have made it 
$1,400, and to run daily, and so marked with bis pencil; but the 
clerk who copied it for him, mistook bis pencil mark, suppos- 
ing the 1 was belonging to his dollar sign, and the 0 at the right 
hand he overlooked, or considered it merely a point. ‘The 
postmaster general gave him a verbal order to run daily, and 
reserved for consideration the correction of the error. He has 
run, from the beginuing ofthe year, daily. Shall he be allow- 
ed to correct the error, and receive $1,400? His distance is in- 
creased 10 miles. No other bid.”? 

On this statement is written, in the hand-writing of the post- 
master general, *‘granted.’?’ Such are the facts in this case, 
[tis stated by the postmaster general, that the increase of dis- 
tance was occasioned by his going by way of Greenéastle, five 
miles each way, which increased his daily travel ten miles. 
That the words *‘no other bid,’? are erroneous; and that the 
error inust have arisen from the circumstance, that three other 
proposals of Mr. Reeside were written on the same paper with 
this, to neither Of which was there any other bid than bis; and 
that it must have been under the impression that this was one 
of them, that this part of the note was made. The allowance 
of $1,400 was made him for running it daily, with the inereased 
distance of five miles each way, ull the close of the last year, 
when it was reduced to a tri-weekly mail, and the compensa- 
tion reduced to $700. This is $450 a year more than the low- 
est bid, but with an increase of five miles distance each way, 
and to be performed in the same time that would have been al- 
lowed with the increased distance. The postmaster general 
further states, thatas soon as he discovered the fact (which 
was not until this investigation commenced) that there were 
other bids on the route, he informed the contractor that the 
amount of the allowance would be a subject of reconsideration; 
and that it would be regulated according to the other proposals, 
and to take effect from the beginning of the contract. 

The full amount of allowance is far from what appears extra- 
vagant when compared with what is paid for equal services on 
other routes; and if, when compared with the proposals of other 
responsible bidders on the same route, the allowance shall ap- 
pear to be greater than what the contractor is fairly entitled to, 
the postmaster general has the power, as he has declared his 
intention, to reduce it to the proper amount. 

The contract made by the department with Dr. John T. Tem- 
ple, for transporting the mail between Chicago, Lilinois and 
Green Bay, in the territory of Michigan, has also been a subject 
of investigation. It appears that Doctor Temple was formerly 
a clerk in the general post office, and that he resigned his situ- 
ation as such about the first of March, 1833, to take effect from 
the close of that month. The route from Chicago to Green 
Bay was established by the law of 1832; but in advertising the 
routes established by that law, this route was omitted, and one 
which had not been provided by law, from Detroit, by Macki- 
nac,to Green Bay, was advertised. This error appears to have 
arisen from the circumstance that the person who prepared the 
advertisement had not the means of referring to the law as it 
finally passed, it having been necessary to prepare the adver- 
tiscments before the law was published. 


The proposals, however, were received by the department 
for transporting the mail on the route from Chicago to Green 
Bay. One by Alexander Irwin and John P. Arndt, to carry the 
nail once in two weeks for $3,000 a year, from the Ist Janua- 
ry, 1833, for the period of three years. Their proposal is dated 
“Green Bay, September 5, 1832.’? ‘The other was by Asahel 
Savery, of White Pigeon, who was then present at the depart- 
ment, dated 10th November, 1832, proposing to carry the mail 
onee in two weeks for 3,000 dollars a year, from the Ist April, 
1833, to the 3lst December, 1835; or, if the postmaster genera! 
should require it to be earried once a week, he proposed to per- 
form the service for the additional sum of 500 dollars a year. 
Col. Savery was already the contractor for carrying the mail 
from Detroit to Chicago, and his proposal was accepted to 
transport the mail between Chicago and Green Bay, once a 
week, from the Ist April, 1833, for the yearly compensation of 
3,500 dollars. On the 19th of January, 1833, col. Savery ad- 
dressed a letter to the postmaster general, stating, that as the 
route had not been advertised, he had not travelled over it pre- 
paratory to making his bid, but had supposed the distance to be 
but two hundred miles, over a prairie country, unobstructed by 
difficult streams of water; but he had since learned that the 
distance was two hundred and fifty miles, principally through 
uninbabited woodlands, interrupted by several water courses, 
which would require him to keep boats to enable him to per- 
form the service. He, therefore, earnestly requested the post- 
master general to add a thousand or fifteen hundred dollars to 
his annual allowance, as a matter of equity. He proposed to 
submit the subject to governor Cass, who, he supposed, had 
travelied over the route. The matter was accordingly referred 
to governor Cass; but he returned it to the department without 
giving an opinion, having never travelled over the route. The 
contract was made on the 22d of February with col. Savery for 
4,500 dollars a year, to commence the first of April following. 
On the 28th of February, one week after the contract was 
made, it was assigned by Savery to John T’. Temple, and the 
assigninent approved by the postmaster general. 

The other proposal was for 3,000 doilars, once in two weeks. 
Had it been accepted, the postmaster general could not have 
required them to have increased to once a week for less than 
6,060 dollars. The eontract was made with Savery, once a 
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week, for 4,500 dollars. Dr. Temple had determined to resign 
his gituation as a clerk in the general post office, and to remove 
to Chicago, and did actually resign and leave the department 
for Chicago, before the contract commenced. It appears that 
he had desired to obtain this contract before he left the depart- 
ment, and had received a promise of Savery to transfer it to 
him in case he should obtain it; but it does not appear that this 
was known to the postmaster general, or to any person in the 
department having any agency in making the contract with Sa- 
very; nor does it appear that the hope or expectation of Doctor 
Temple to obtain this contract, had any influence whatever in 
the giving it to col. Savery, or in regulating the compensation 
to be allowed for the service. Notwithstanding this, it would 
be highly proper that there should be a legal prohibition against 
any person engaged in the department becoming interested in 
mail contracts, Or acting as agents for contractors in any man- 
ner whatever. 

The contract for transporting the mail on the route between 
Bellefonte and Meadville, in Pennsylvania, bas also been ex- 
amined. This was formerly a two-horse stage line, under con- 
tract to Hays and Bennett, to be performed three times a week, 
through in two and a half days, at 2,700 dollars a vear. Their 
contract expired on the 3lst December, 1831. In June, 1831, 
the route was advertised for proposals to renew it in the same 
way; that is, in two-horse stages, three times a week; the trip 
to be performed each way in two days and a half. Joln and 
Benjamin Bennett proposed to perform the service through in 
two days, in four-horse post coaches, for 3,500 dollars a year. 
‘There were two other propesals received for this, both to run 
as advertised, viz: E. Platt & Co. for 1,980 dollars a year, and 
Moore, Lebs & Co. for 2,450 dollars a year. ‘I'he bid of Platt 
& Co. was accepted. This route constitutes a part of the most 
direct line from Philadelphia and Harrisburgh to Erie, the 
northern part of Ohio and Michigan. ‘The lines with which it 
connects at both ends, are four-horse coaeh lines. There were 
many applications to the postmaster general from persons of the 
highest intelligence and respectability, calling for the improve- 
ment of this into a four-horse post coach line. ‘The postmaster 
general at length determined so to improve it. Fifiy per cent. 
on atwo-horse stage line, is estimated by the department as 
the pro rata increase for improvement to a four-horse coach 
line. The proposal, therefore of Mr. Bennett, was lower than 
any other, except that of Platt& Co. But Platt & Co. volun- 
tarily withdrew their proposal, as appears from documents on 
file in the general post office; and there appears to have been 
good reason why the postmaster general should have permitted 
them todo so. The proposal of Mr. Bennett was then accept- 
ed,and a contract made with them to perform the service three 
times a week in four-horse post coaches. They also stipulated 
to run through each way in two days, instead of two days and 
ahalf. Their contract is dated October 15th, 1831, but it does 
not appear to have been signed by them till the 29th March, 
1832. On the contracts, the following note appears: ‘*On ac- 
count of unusual freshets and destruction of bridges, that is, 
Sugar creek bridge, Franklin bridge, with material other chang- 
es on the road since the 15th October, 1831, to the 29th March, 
1832, we agree to run the mail in two days and a half each way 
from Bellefonte to Meadville, and back; and it is understood 
that as soon as the bridges are rebuilt, we shall adopt the fore- 
going schedule mentioned on the within contract. No delay 
will be occasioned at Meadville, in consequence of the last 
mentioned schedule.” 

**The above statement is just and true.’ 

*DANIEL ANDREWS, P. M.” 


In consequence of this statement, certified by the postmaster 
at Meadville, they were permitted to take the additional time, 
two and a half instead of two days, while the bridges were 
gone, and the roads out of repair. It is stated at the depart- 
ment, that the contractors claimed additional compensation, in 
consequence of the inereased distance and expense to which 
they were subjected by the loss of the bridges and injury of the 
roads; but this was denied them. The additional time, how- 
ever, seems to have been very properly allowed. John Ben. 
nett has since deceased, and Benjamin Bennett ia fulfilling the 
contract. 

Avery, Tompkins and Saltmarsh, are contractors for trans- 
porting the mail on several routes; among which are the routes 
from Peteraburgh, Va. by Warrenton, N. C. and Raleigh, to 
Fayetteville, 203 miles, constituting a part of the main daily line 
between the northern and southern states, to New Orleans. 
These routes are involved in their contract with other routes, 
which do not belong to the main southern mail line, at a round 
sum for the whole, without defining the proposition which be- 
longs to each route. 

One of their contracts is for running four times a week, in 
four-horse post coaches, between Petersburgh and Warrenton, 

miles; for running four times a week between Warrenton 
und Raleigh, 57 miles, in four-horse post coaches; for running 
daily between Raleigh and Fayetteville, 61 miles, in four-horse 
post coaches; for running three times a week between Halifax 
and Raleigh, 86 miles, in four-horse post coaches; and for the 
whole of these five routes, they were to receive 24,000 dollars a 
year, Another is for running three times 2 week between 
ashville and Tarborough, N. C. 28 miles, in two horse stages, 
at 450 dollars a year; and for running once a week on horse- 
back, between Enfield and Tarborough, 24 miles, at 70 dollars a 
year, These contracts all bear date October 20, 1830; to com- 
mence January J, 1831, and to continue four years. 











From the first of the above routes they were required to run 
a cross mail, diverging from the main route at Diamond Grove, 
nine miles, to Ghoisonville, for which an additional allowance 
was made of 150 dollars a year. 

The routes from Petersburgh to Warrenton, and from War- 
renton to Raleigh, 142 miles, were afterwards directed to be run 
daily, instead of four times a week, and to be 80 expedited as to 
gain a half of an hour each way. ‘The route from Nashville to 
‘T'arborough, 23 miles, was directed to be run in four-horse post 
coaches, instead of two-horse stages. ‘The route from Enfield 
to Tar borough, 24 miles, was directed to be performed three 
times a week in four-horse post coaches, instead of once a 
week on horseback. For these several improvements, the con- 
tractors were allowed an additional compensation at the rate 
of 9,000 dollars a year. Whether this allowance was greater 
than what law and equity would warrant, is a proper subject of 
inquiry; a pro rata allowance for three additional trips per 
week between Petersburgh and Raleigh, via Warrenton, pro- 
vided no more is allowed for carrying the great mail on the 
main line than for collateral mail lines, would amount to about 
7,000 dolilars—without increase of expedition. This would 
leave 2,000 dollars applicable to the improvement of the route 
from Nashville to T'arborough, 28 miles, from a two-horse 
stage, to a four-horse post coach line, and for the establishment 
of a four-horse post coach line three times a week from Enfield 
to ‘T'arborough, 24 miles, instead of a horse mail once a week, 
and for the increase of expedition. ‘There is no rule by whieh 
a pro rata can be established between a horse route and a 
coach route, nor for an increase of expedition. ‘lhe contrac- 
tors furnished satisfactory evidence to the department that the 
improvement increased their expense equal to the allowance 
which was made, and there is no cause to doubt it. 

From the Ist of April, 1832, it was deemed advisable by the 
postmaster general to give such further expedition to the great 
southern mail as to bring it in to Washington at nine o’clock at 
night, instead of five the next morning, so as to connect it with 
the morning, instead of the afternoon steamboat at Baltimore 
for Philadelphia; in doing this, the contractors were required so 
to expedite as to gain one hour between Fayetteville and 
Petersburgh. In the second section of their contract it was 
stipulated, that the postmaster general may alter the times of 
arrival and departure fixed by said schedule, and alter the 
route; he making an adequate compensation for any extra ex- 
pense which may be occasioned thereby. In conformity with 
this stipulation, the increased expedition was ordered. The 
contractors furnished evidence to show that it required two ad- 
ditional teams, or eight horses and two drivers, and that the 
expense amounted to 2,000 dollars. This sum was therefore 
allowed them by the postmaster general, and it appears to have 
been no more than justice and the terms of their contract re- 
quired. 

The road between Pctersburgh and Raleigh, 142 miles, is 
stated to be unusually bad during the winter season; and the 
great weight to which the mails have grown, rendered it im- 
practicable for it to be carried through in proper time in coaches, 
To secure its regular and rapid transportation, the contractors, 
from December, 1832, established a line of covered wagons, in 
in which the great mail was ecarried,to run daily dorit * the 
winter, so as entirely to exclude passengers; and in addition to 
this, they ran a line of coaches three times a week by which 
the intermediate and smaller offices might be supplied with the 
mail. This was running ten times instead of seven times a 
week. For this service the postmaster general allowed them 
2,500 dollars. The service appears to have been important to 
keep up without interruption the regular communication be- 
tween the north and the south during the winter when these 
roads are said to be extremely difficult to pass. Evidence satis-, 
factory to the postmaster general is filed in the department to 
show that the allowance made was but a reasonable equivalent 
for the expense to which the service subjected the contractors, 

A contract was made with Jas. F. Robinson, dated 15th Oc- 
tober, 1831, to transport the mail January, 1, 1832, to December 
31, 1835, between Cincinnati, Ohio, and Georgetown, Kentucky, 
72 miles daily, in four-horse post coaches, for 1,000 dollars a 
year. After this contract was made, and before the service 
under it commenced, such increased expedition was given to 
the western mail as to carry it from Washington city, and from 
Baltimore to Cincinnati, in two days Jess than under the former 
contracts, and so arrive at Cincinnati at 6 o’clock in the even- 
ing. To give to Kentucky the full benefit of this expedition, it 
was deemed necessary to direct the contractor on this route, 
to leave Cincinnati every night after the arrival and distribu- 
tion of the mail from the east, at 7 o’clock, and arrive at 
Georgetown the next morning by 7 o’clock so as to connect 
with the mail to Louisville. He was therefore directed, on 
the 29th December, 1831, to run through in 12 hours, instead of 
14 hours, his contract time. The schedule in the original con- 
tract was to leave Cincinnati at 4 o’clock in the morning, and 
arrive at Georgetown by 6 o’clock in the evening; leave George- 
town at 6 in the morning, and arrive at Cincinnati by 7 in the 
evening, giving 14 hours each way, and the day time for run- 
ning. The alteration gave but 12 hours each way, and the night 
instead of the day for running. The contractor alleged that 
this increased expedition added to the difficulty of running in 
the night instead of the day, subjected him to an additional ex- 
pense of $4,800 a year, and claimed that sum as an extra com- 
pensation for the service. The second article of the contract sti- 
pulates, that the postmaster general may alter the times of arrival 
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and departure, and alter the contract, he receiving an adequate 
compensation for any extra expense that may be occasioned 
thereby. He did not reject the claim, but refused to make auy 
allowance until satisfactory evidence should be produced of the 
amount of such extra expense. [le therefore named two ex- 
perienced stage proprietors in that state, John Hutchins and 
J. G. Chiles, and proposed to refer to them the decision of what 
was the extra expense, the postmaster general still reserving to 
himself the right of determining what was equitable, after re- 
eciving their certificate. ‘These gentlemen certified that the in- 
creased expedition required four additional teams of four horses 
each, and two coaches—that the annual expense of the four 
dcams was fairly estimated at $800 each, making $3,200; and 
the two additional coaches at $300, making an additional ex 

pense of $3,500 per annum. ‘The postinaster genera! was still 
ge to allow so large a sum; but three other citizens, 
Miles - Dickey, Robert W. Ewing and John Dudly, certified 
that $4,000 a year would be but a moderate and reasonable 
compensation for the service. The postmaster general, upon 
ibese testimonials, made him an additional allowance of 33,000 
& year. When it is considered, that in a contract like this, the 
contractor depends mainly upon his passengers to defray the 
expense of his performance, especially wien the times of run- 
ning are such as will be most accommodating to passengers, as 
was the case originally in this contract, and when the post- 
master general shall afterwards give an order, the fulfilment 
of which shall greatly increase the expense, without any in- 
crease of profitfrom the passengers, but rather tending to di- 
minish their number, it seems reasonable that such increased 
expense should be borne by the departinent. ‘This principle is 
algo recognized in the coutract which provides that the post- 
master general shall make an adequate compensation for such 
extra expense. The allowance then is but the fulilmentof a 
stipulation in the original contract; and iu this ease, it appears 
to be just and equitable. 

Josiah Horton swears, that in 1832, he, with Wm. Lewis and 
Thomas Lindsay, run a line of stages on the road from Frede- 
rick to Hagerstown, in Maryland, at the time when the articles 
of agreement referred to in Mr. Brown’s statement, were en- 
tered into between the Pennsylvania and national road com- 
panies—that that agreement contained an article tending to in- 
jure him by driving him off the road; and that he learned from 
Mr. Carter and Mr. Tomlinson, that Mr. Brown received fifiy 
dollars of Mr. Carter for the part he had taken in bringing about 
that agreement. For the pait which Mr. Brown took, we re- 
fer to his statement on oath, by which it ajipears that he was 
not the author of the articles of agreement, nor were they dic- 
tiated by him—that he was only the means of bringing the 
parties together, and urging the necessity of an adjustment of 
their differences, and that he wrote articles for them after the 
parties had agreed upon the terms; and that what he received 
from one of the companies was on account of the expense 
which he bad incurred in performing a journey to Pittsburgh 
and Wheeling, for the purpose of effecting an agreement be- 
tween his friends. Mr. Horton was not a mail contractor, nor 
did he carry a mail in the stages which he was running. It was 
rather an opposition line to Mr. Stockton, the contractor. If 
an agreeinent between the companies, who were contractors, 
operated to the detriment of an opposition line upon either of 
their roads, we do not conceive it to be a proper subject of in- 
terference, either by the department or any other branch of the 
government. Every citizen has a lawful right to run a line of 
stages upon any highway, at his pleasure; and the proprietors 
of other lines, in making their arrangements for passengers, are 
under no obligation in law to guard his interest. But as this is 
amatier which has no reference to the transportation of the 
mail, but passengers only, and that in stages which do not carry 
the mail, nor bear any relation to the department, it is nota 
proper subject of inquiry or interference on our part. There 
was nothing official in the transaction, nor any thing over which 
either the department or congress could exercise any control. 

Mr. Horton also swears that he has been endeavoring for 
four years past to get contracts from the department, but he has 
not been able to succeed; that he has been the lowest bidder, he 
believes, a dozen times, yet the contracts are always given to 
others. He instances two cases—One is, thathe proposed to 
carry the mail between Washington and Winchester, via, Lees- 


burgh, for $1,300, but the contract was given to Mr. Stockton at 
$2,300. 


We have examined this case, and find the facts to be as fol- 
lows: The route from Washington city, by Leesburgh, to Win- 
chester, 70 miles, and from Fairfield Court House, to Winches- 
ter, 56 miles, both three times a week, in four-horse post 
coaches, were proposed to be taken by Messrs. Stockton & 
Stokes, in 1830, at $4,000 for the two routes, with the improve- 
menton the former to run six times a week, for half of each 
year, between Washington and Leesburgh, and to run three 
dimes a week between Alexandria and Leesburgh and to extend 
an afternoon mail six times a week from Washington to Balti- 
snore, 80 as to deliver the Leesburgh mail in Baltimore the same 
dlay it leaves Leesburgh, instead of suffering it to be detained in 
Washington until the next day. 

Mr. Horton’s bid on the route from Washington by Lees- 
burgh to Winchester, was for $1,370 a year, and the lowest bid 
on the route from Fairfax Court House,to Winchester was 
$1,800. If Mr. Horton’s bid bad been accepted on the one 
coute, and the lowest bid on the other route, then the two 
sonies would have cost the department $3,175 a yreur. Mr. 
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Stockton was already the contractor on the route and his bid at 
34,009 for the two routes, with the improvements, was accept- 
ed. The difference was $825 a year; and for that sum the de- 
partment received, by this aceepiance, the additional service of 
tiree mails a week, in four-horse post coaches, between Wash- 
ingion and Leesburgh, and six afternoon mails a week betwee y 
Washington and Baitimvre, by which the mails from Winches- 
ter and Leesburgh, and other places in the northern part of Vir- 
ginia, were delivered in Bahtimore the evening of their arriva} 
in Washington, instead of being detained till the next day, and 
facilities of an afternoon mail to Baltimore given to the citizens 
of Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria. The postmaster 
general considered this the best bid, and therefore accepted it, 

The other case which he instances is that of the route be- 
tween Washington city and Lynchburgh, Virginia, 200 miles, 
He alleges that his bid was lower than that of Mr. Smith by 
$1,500, as he believes; vet Mr. Sinith obtained the contract, 
The facts appear to be as follows: William Swith, of Virginia, 
had, about a year before the advertising of this route, in 1830, 
the period to which Horton’s affidavit refers, established a line 
of four-horse post coaches, to run three times a week on the 
whole route between Washington and Lynchburgh. When, in 
1830, the advertisement was issued for proposals for the whole 
of the southern section, Mr. Sinith proposed to renew his con- 
tract on this route at $6,000 a year, for four years, from the 1sy 
of January, 1831. Mr. Horton proposed to take the contract at 
$5,450 a year, as appears by the proposal books, making a dif- 
ference of 550 dollars a year, and not 1,500, as Mr. Horton 
supposed. Mr. Smith also proposed, without any further cow- 
pensation, to furnish the mail with guards, if, at any time it 
should become necessary on this route, as it had on several 
other routes. He also bound himself to make such provision 
for passengers on the route frou: Winchester, connecting with 
this at Fairfax Court House, as would supercede the necessity 
of extending that route frow Fairfax Court House to Alexan- 
tirin, 14 niles. The postmaster general considered Mr. Smith’s 
bid the most eligible of the two, if he had only regarded the 
improvements. But there were other considerations before him. 
It ix usual to give a preference to old contractors, when they 
are known to be faithtul. Mr. Smith was the former contrac- 
toron this route, and, as such, was very favorably known to 
the department. Mr. Horton does not appear to have been fa- 
vorably known to the departnent. The present postmaster 
general had been buta little more than a year in office, and for 
a knowledge of the character of contractors, he, of course, re- 
ferred to the testimonials left in the department by his prede- 
cessor. From them he does not appear to have found any 
thing favorable respecting Mr. Horton. It appears that in the 
fall of 1828, when the last lettings were mude under Mr. Mc- 
Lean, Josiah Horton & Co. proposed to carry the mai) daily, in 
stages between Boston and Providence, 42 miles, for 690 dollars 
a year. Under the record of this proposal is written, in the 
hand writing of the late postmaster general, the following note: 
“The persons associated with Mr. Horton not being made 
known to the department, and as there is a considerable amount 
of property on this route, which, by the rules Of this depart- 
ment, must be purchased by the under bidder, it is believed that 
he does not possess the means to purchase the same. The bid 
of the contractors is, therefore, accepted as above.’? Against 
the names of Gay & Homer, above, is also written, in the hand- 
writing of Mr. McLean, ‘‘accepted at 2,000.”? Thus, itappears, 
he was not accredited by the late postmaster for a daily mail, 
42 miles, but another proposal was accepted at nearly three 
times the amount of Mr. Horton’s. Weshould, under all these 
circumstances, conclude that the acceptance of Mr. Sinith’s 
proposal, in preference to that of Mr. Horton, for a route of 200 
miles in length, was judicious and proper. 


The contracts with gen. George House, of Ohio, have also 
been the subjects of investigation. He was under contract with 
the late postmaster general, for transporting the mail, once a 
week, between Gallipolis, Ohio, and Chillicothe, 62 miles, in 
two-horse stages, from January 1, 1828, to December 31, 1831, 
at $600 a year. From the lst November, 1829, he was allowed, 
by the present postmaster general, an additional sum of $600 a 
year, for running twice a week in four-horse post coaches. 
John Biack was contractor for carrying the mail between Galli- 
polis and Coalsmouth, Va. twice a week, on horseback, from 
January 1, 1831, for $394 a year. In the spring of 1831, George 
House appears to have contemplated the establishment of 2 
steamboat line from Gallipolis across the Ohio river, and up the 
Kanhawa to Coalsmouth, Va. 50 miles, where it would connect 
with the stage route from Fredericksburgh, by Charlottesville, 
Staunton and Guyandotte, to Catlettsburgh, in Kentucky; and 
for the purpose of having the mail carried by steamboats, House 
was directed to extend his mail route from Gallipolis, from 
April, 1831, which superseded the contract of Black. He did 
not succeed with his steamboat, but carried the mail on horse- 
back, for which he received no more compensation than Black 
was entitled to under his contract. The contract of House ex- 
pired on the 3lst of December, 1831, and in the summer of 1831, 
when the routes in that quarter were advertised to run three 
times a week, in four-horse post coaches. The proposal of gen. 
House was, to extend to Kanawha Court House, 62 miles, which 
would double the distance, and to carry the mail in steamboats, 
between Gallipolis and Kanawha Court House, for $3.600 4 
year. His proposal was rejected, and that of A. L. Ross & Co. 
accepted, at $1,100 a year, to run from Chillicothe to Gallipolis, 
60 miles, and to run through in 30 hours, Though gen. Louse 
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has not succeeded with his steamboat, he appears to have had 
one in a state of forwardness, preparing for the route up the 
Kanawha; and the department appears to have been anxious to 
pave the steamboat line established, as a connecting link be- 
tween the Guyandotte stage route in Virginia, and the stage 
lines from Gallipolis, by Chillicothe, to Columbus, and to Cin- 
cinnati, in Obio. Jn conformity with the wishes of the depart- 
ment, A. L. Ross, therefore, voluntarily relinquished the route 
between Gallipolis and Chillicothe, that it might be given to 
House, and extended, by steamboat, to Coalsmouth or Kanawha 
Court House. 

A contract was then made with George House, to carry the 
mail three times a week, in four-horse post coaches, 62 miles, 
through in one day; also, to extend, three times a week, on 
horseback, from Gallipolis to Coalsmouth, 50 miles; and if it 
should be found practicable to run steamboats, then to extend 
<o Kanawha Court House, 62 miles, and to earry the mail in 
steamboats between Gallipolis and Kanawha Court House, and 
to perform the whole service for $2,600 a year. It appears from 
the reports from postmasters, that gen. House has often failed 
to deliver the mail, on his route, according to the directions of 
the department, and the penalties bave not been generally en- 
forced. These failures were frequently occasioned by the high 
and impassable state of the waters on this route, and in some 
instances, the penalties have been imposed; still we cannot 
think, from the evidence now in the possession of the depart- 
ment, that sufficient rigor has been exercised. 

William Smith is contractor for carrying the mail in coaches 
on many routes, among which are the most of those constitut- 
ing the line from Washington city—by Fairfax Court House, 
Warrenton, Va. Culpeper Court House, Orange Court House, 
Charlottesville, Lynchburgh, Danville, Salem, N. C. Yorkville, 
8. C. and Washington, Ga. to Milledgeville. The route from 
Washington to Lynchburgh, 200 miles, he contracted to run 
three times 4 week, in four horse post coaches, from January 
1, 1831, to December 31, 1834, at $6,000 per annum. In April, 
1831, such alteration was made in times of arrival and depar- 
(ure ou this route, and on the route between Lynchburgh and 
Danville, and such increased expedition given, as to require 
considerable additional expense. The object was to perfect the 
connexion south of Danville, with the route from Salem, N.C. 


from the uncommon solicitade of the citizens and their repre- 
sentatives, upon the subject, it would seem that they were an 
object of more than ordinary desire. The postmaster general, 
who had the best means of determining the question, decided in 
favor of its expediency; and we find no evidence which would 
justify us in taking exception to his decision. There has been 
a reduction made in the line, from Washington to Lynehburgh; 
the mail is now ouly transported six times a week to Warren- 
ton, and three times a week to Lynchburgh; and a correspond- 
ing reduction of compensation has also been made: this dimi- 
nution of service and compensation, has been produced by the 
want of means in the department, and we are now prepared to 
say, thatthe former service and compensation should be re- 
stored, whenever the finances of the department will warrant 
it. Itshould be remarked in this case, that no imputation of 
partiality towards the contractors should be indulged in, be- 
cause, the compensation of the extra services falls short of the 
legal standard, or what might have been allowed by law, and 
the reduction of service, to so great an amount was made at 
such a season of the year as greatly to sacrifice the value of 
much of the stock thrown out of employment by the reduction. 
The mail routes between Staunton, Virginia, and Catletts- 
burgh, Kentucky, 252 miles, were advertised to run three times 
a week in four horse post coaches. Porter, Belden, & Co, pro- 
posed to perform that service from January Ist, 1831, to Dee. 
3lst, 1834, three times a week for 7,566 dollars a year, or six 
times a week for 15,120 dollars a year, or daily for 15,500 dol- 
lars a year. ‘The contract was made for three times a week, at 
7,566 dollars a year, and signed by Edwin Porter, & Co. and 
Jourdon Woolfolk, dated October 20, 1830, to commence Janu- 
ary 1, 1831, and to continue four years. Abouta year after this 
contract commenced they were allowed the additional sum of 
156 dollars a year for sending a mail on horseback three times 
a week to the post office at Tease’s valley. From Ist April, 
1831, three months after this contract commenced, it was im- 
proved to six times a week. Their proposals would have en- 
titled them to 15,120 dollars for the whole service six times a 
week, which would have been an additional allowance to the 
original contract of 7,554 dollars a year; but the postmaster ge- 
neral refused them this amount, and allowed them only 5,000 








to South Carolina and Georgia, so as to save two days of time, 
which would otherwise be lost; and it is stated that it would 
require two additional teams of horses. For this alteration, he 
was allowed 800 dollars a yearextra pay. In the August fol- 
lowing, he was directed to make such further alteration, on that 
part of the routebetween Warrenton and Washington city, as 
would bring the mail, once in each week, into the latter place, 
one day earlier than it would otherwise do. This alteration. 
evidently subjected him to increased expense, and it is stated 
that it required an additional team; and he was allowed for it 
300 dollars a year extra compensation. He was afterwards al- 
fowed $1,200 for improving it from a tri- weekly to a daily route 
between Washington city and Warrenton, 50 miles. In April, 
1832, he was allowed the further sum of 1,600 dollars perannum, 
for extending the daily route to Orange Court House, and from 
the lst of May, 1832, he was allowed the further sum of 3,000 
dollars a year, for extending the daily line of coaches the whole 
distance from Washington city to Lynchburgh. 


The extension of the line daily, from Washington to Lynch- 
burgh, appears to have been made in conformity with the gene- 
ral and earnest calls of the citizens of the section of the coun- 
try through which this mail runs, Letters and petitions were 
presented with more than one thousand signatures, calling for 
the improvement, and sustained by the members of congress 
representing the country through which it passes. This makes, 
together with the former allowances, 6,900 dollars a year, extra 
allowance for improving the route from three times to seven 
times a week. His original contract was 6,000 dollars a year 
for three weekly trips, or 2,000 dollars a year for each weekly 
trip. Four additional weekly trips were added, which, at the 
same rate, would amound to 8,000 dollars a year. The allow- 
ance was less than thatsum. It was therefore withia the limi- 
fation fixed bylaw. Its expediency is the only point on which 
a question can be raised. I[t has been suggested that its proxi 
mity to another route, that from Fredericksburgh, Virginia, to 
Milton, North Carolina, is such as to render it inexpedient or 
iinproper to incur the expense of a daily coach mail on this 
route. On this point, we are of opinion, that the postmaster 
general, and that the citizens interested, including their repre- 
sentatives in congress, are the most competent judges. It runs 
through an important section of the country, connecting the 
seats of justice of not less than seven counties, including the 
towns of Charlottesville and Lynehbuargh, with each other, and 
With the seat of the general government. There is another 
Stage route running between this and the principal mail route 
to the southern cities. But it has no connexion with this route, 
that commencing at Fredericksburgh, and terminating at Mil- 
ton, North Carolina, and this commencing at Washington, and 
terminating at Lynchburgh. There are other routes extending 
from the southern termination of these, which continue till they 
terminate in one point at Salem, North Carolina, and the prin- 
cipal mail route between Washington and Fredericksburgh, 
connects these northern points; but they commence fifty-seven 
tiles distant from each other, and their terminating points. 
Milton and Lynehburgh, are still more distant. 


dollars a year, which was 2,554 dollars less than their proposal. 
In August, 1832, that part of this route which lies between 
Guyandotte and Catlettsburgh, 12 miles, was discontinued, and 
a reduction of 346 dollars a year made from their contract. 
From the Ist November last, the whole line was reduced to a 
tri-weekly route, and the allowance of 5,000 dollars a year 
withdrawn which had been made for its improvement; also the 
allowance of 156 dollars a year for sending a mailto Tease’s 
valley, was at the same time withdrawn, which reduced the 
annual compensation for the stage line to 7,220 dollars a year, 
being 346 dollais less than the original contract. In this, we 
discover nothing incompatible with law and equity. 


The law of March 2d, 1823, (sec. 3), which establishes as post 
roads all wavers on which steamboats regularly pass, from port 
to port, makes the Ohio river a post road; and the 4th and 5th 
sections of the law, of March 3, 1825, has been construed by the 
postmaster general, as authorising him to make contracts for 
the conveyance of mails on extended routes, and on steamboat 
routes, without advertising, as is required in ordinary cases, 
Instead of being governed by advertisement, as in cases where 
there is no other restriction, he is restricted in contracts, under 
the 4th section by proceeds of the post office, on the extended 
part of the route—and in contracts under the Sth section, he is 
restricted by the number of letters and papers conveyed. Un- 
der the section which authorises him to make contracts for 
carrying the mail by steamboats, it is the practice, when the 
number of letters and papers conveyed by such steamboat will 
not probably be so great as to amount toa very considerable 
sum, to require them to be counted at the post office, when 
they are delivered, and payment made by the postmaster, ac- 
cording to law; but in cases where the mail is large, and will 
probably amount to more by counting, than a fair contract 
price; and especially when it contains numerous packets mail- 





ed for other offices, than those to which they are delivered by 
the steamboat, the counting of them would be impracticable; 
and itis the practice of the postmaster general to enter inte 
contract upon such terms as in bis judgment are most eligible 
for its transportation in steamboats. Ln pursuance of this prac- 
tice, the postmaster general extended the original route which 
was then in operation from Staunton to Guyandotte, so as to 
run by steamboats from Guyandotte, Virginia, down the Ohio 
river, by Cincinnati, Ohio, to Louisville, Kentucky, to run six 
times a'week each way, for which he allowed the contractor 
$13,000 a vear. I[t it stated by the postmaster general, that on 
experiment it was found that the part of the route between 
Cincinnati and Louisville was much more important than the 
part between Guyandotte and Cincinnati; and as the great 
northern and eastern mail, which arrived at Cincinnati for Lou- 
isville, and all places south and west of that place, was daily 
instead of six times a week, it was desirable to have that part 
of the steamboat ronte daily instead of six times a week; but 
the contractor alleged, that a daily mail would require an addi- 
tional steamboat, which would greatly increase the expense. It 
was therefore stipulated, that he should run but four trips a 
week each way, between Guyandotie and Cincinnati, and 





We are of | seven trips a week each way, between Cincinnati and Louis- 
opinion, therefore, that there is nothing obviously inexpedient | ville, without any change in his compensation. 
tle improvements which have beea made in thia route; and! November last, the part of the route between Gnyandotte and 
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Cincinnati was reduced to two trips each way, a week, and a 
deduction made from his compensation of 5,000 dollars per an- 
num. The present steamboat contract, therefore, is to run 
twice a week each way, between Guyandotte and Cincinnati, 
and daily between Cincinnati and Louisville, and the annual 
compensation is 8,000 dollars. 

The mail route between Mobile, Alabama, and New Orleans, 
Louisiana, has been a subject of investigation. It appears that 
the contract for this route had been annulled on account of the 
failure of the contractors; and the postmaster general advertised 
it on the 15th of April, 1829, for proposals to be received till the 
12th July, 1829, to run three times a week from Mobile, via 
Pascagoula, in stages and steamboats, the terms indefinite. It 
was accepted to James Reeside & Co. at 25,000 dollars a year; 
and the contract made with them, at that rate, to transport the 
mail in stages and steamboats, or in steamboats, as might be 
found most eligible, for four years, from the 16th of November, 
1829. The contract is dated July 24, 1829, signed by James 
Reeside, Richard C. Stockton, William B. Stokes, John H. 
Avery, Edwin Porter, and the Potomac steamboat company by 
Frederick May. 


The postmaster general determined, in the fall of 1831, to im- 
rove the mail route between the Atlantic cities and New Or- 
eans, to a daily line; but as the enterprise of this company had 

in many respects proved disastrous, he determined to confine 
the contract on the route for this part of the line to the respon- 
sibility of an individual who might select his associates, but 
stand personally pledged for the performance of the service. 
He therefore, superseded this contract by a new one, with Ed- 
win Porter, to run daily, instead of three times a week, and to 
receive for his annual compensation 40,000 dollars. This con- 
tract bears date October 15, 1831, to commence on the Ist of 
January 1832, and to continue four years. Itis signed by Ed- 
win Porter, as principal, and by Sidney Porter and Wilson Al- 
len, as sureties. Under this contract the mail appears to be 
carried at this time. 

It has been suggested, that this contract was liable to excep- 
tion. Itshould be remembered that the postmaster general is 
expressly authorized, by the act of 1825, to cause the mail to be 
transported by water, from the city of Mobile to the city of 
New Orleans. It was put into operation before the present 

tmaster general came into office—was advertised, and regu- 
arly let to contract, in July, 1829—the transportation between 
the above named places to be tri-weekly at the price of 25,000 
dollars per annum. The additional 15,000 dollars for the addi- 
tional four trips a week, so as to make the service daily, at 
40,000 dollars per annum, was clearly less than the pro rata al- 
lowance which the postmaster general is authorised by law to 


ant. 

It is alleged, however, that this route costs the large sum of 
40,008 dollars, while the net amount received for postage in the 
ear ending on the 3lst March 1833, in ihe whole state of Lou- 
siana, was only $46,718 43, and at this time cannot greatly 
exceed that sum—and in the state of Alabaina, the net amount 
of postages in the same period was only $37,682 58. Were 
these two states alone interested in this route, it would be rea- 
dily admitted that the expense produced by it would be unrea- 
sonable, but when it is recollected that New Orleans is the point 
to which the whole surplus agricultural products of the nine 
western states, and the western part of Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ginia are transported to market, and the purchasers in a great 
measure are the merchants and traders of the eastern cities, it 
will be seen that the whole western states, and a great portion 
of the eastern trading community, have an interest in securing 
a certain, frequent and speedy transmission of intelligence by 
this route. A principal object of expedition in mail transporta- 
tion, is that intelligence through that channel may become ge- 
neral among those who have articles to sell, before purchasers, 
or their agents, acting by means of private information, pro- 
cured through expresses, and otherwise, can obtain that advan- 
tage which those acting with a knowledge of the stock of the 
market in other parts of the world always have over those who 
do not possess similar information. In this view of the subject, 
the whole western country is deeply interested in keeping up this 
route, cost what it may—without it they might be exposed to 
the danger of sacrificing the products of their labor without ob- 
taining a fair equivalent, and citizens of the eastern portion of 
the United States are interested in procuring certain and early 
intelligence of the kind and quantity of western productions 
that are or probably may be in market at New Orleans, It is 
true that numerous failures have occurred on this route, owing 
chiefly to the incapacity of Mr. Porter’s agent, for which fines 
to the amount of about 6,000 dollars have been imposed; but 
since the contractor has fixed his residence at Mobile and New 
Orleans alternately, and given to the route his immediate per- 
sonal attention, the transportation of the mail has become regu- 
lar, and well connected with the great mail line from Mobile to 
the Atlantic cities. By this arrangement the time of transport- 
ing the mails from New Orleans to Washington, and the cities 
east of it, is several days less than it was previous to its adop- 


At first view it may seem exceptionable that the postmaster 
general has granted such important mail facilities in the south- 
ern and western states, and has not to a greater extent discon- 
tinued unproductive routes in those sections, inasmuch as the 
postages received in those states in no instance equals the ex- 
pense of the transportation through them. It is true, that by 
the act of 1825, he is directed that whenever, within the term of 








three successive years, a route shall fail to yield one-fourth of 
the expense incident to its establishment, to discontinue the 
same, unless in cases where it may be necessary as a connex- 
ion or continuance of a route or routes, and provided he sul! 
not deprive a seat of justice in any county of one mail gOing to 
and from it. We are not aware that this injunction of the law 
bas been disregarded, nor have we had time minutely to in- 
vestigate this subject, our attention having been directed to op- 
jects deemed more important. One general fact, however, is 
apparent: but the southern and western states do not, through 
the Offices in them, contribute to the department an amount 
equal to the expense of transportation. ‘This arises from seve- 
ral causes. A commercial and manufacturing community have 
more correspondence, and of course contribute a greater pro- 
portion of the revenues of the department than an agricultural 
people. A dense will contribute more than asparse popula- 
tion. Besides, the expense of transportation through an old and 
thickly settled country, where the roads are well improved, and 
where maby passengers travel in mail stages, will be much 
cheaper than in a quarter of the country thinly inhabited, and 
where the roads are notin so high a state ofimprovement. But 
it should be observed, that the postages returned to the general 
post office from the offices in the southern and western states, 
do not contribute the whole amount that mail facilities in those 
sections contribute to its revenue. Much of the postages re- 
ceived in the large eastezn cities arise from correspondence re- 
ceived from the citizens of the southern and western states, 
But suppose the fact in this particular to be that the southern 
and western states have sume advantage, it may be safely af- 
firmed that this is the only department of the government in 
which they are on a footing of equality with other sections of 
the United States, in the benefits accruing from the disburse- 
ment of the public moneys. ‘lo say nothing of the unequal 
operations of the revenue laws upon the different parts of the 
country, it is apparent that the public moneys are principally 
expended on the eastern seaboard; as instances, light houses, 


break waters, harbors, fortifications, and many other objects of 


expenditures that might be named, having no corresponding 
disbursements in the western states. We therefore think that 
the circumstance of less money being collected by the depart- 
ment in the southern and western states, than the cost of trans- 
portation of the mails therein, constitutes no solid objection 
either to the legislation of congress on this subject (for the ob- 
jection would equally apply to it) or the administration of the 
department. 

Our attention has been particularly drawn to some of the in- 
cidental accounts of the department. Among others, the ac- 
count of moneys paid for the department by Mr. Gouverneur, 
postmaster at New York, seemed to require special attention. 
Upon a full investigation of this account, every item constitut- 
ing it was found to be accompanied by its appropriate voucher, 
and the items themselves appeared chiefly to be such as had 
been ordinarily, under former administrations, paid for by the 
postmaster at New York, and accredited to him at the depart- 
ment, as in this instance, 

The accounts for printing executed for the department by 
Francis P. Blair, editor of the Glube; by Mr. Penn, of Louis- 
ville, Ky.; by Messrs. Hill & Barton, of Concord, N. H.; and 


by Messrs. True & Greene, of Boston, Mass. from the Ist of 


October, 1831, to the Ist of January, 1834, were supposed to re- 
quire minute examination. We compared the accounts with 
the vouchers which accompanied them, and were satisfied that 
all the items in the respective accounts were correct, and that 
the articles and work charged were furnished and executed ac- 
cording tothe accounts. The only point of difficulty with us 
was, the price of printing, of which we were not judges, but 
from all the information we were able to collect, we believe the 
prices which have been paid are reasonable. But to prevent 
any misapprehension on this subject, and that others may have 
the same opportunity of judging, we present the following state- 
ment of the prices paid by the department, viz: 


To 8. Penn, jr. Louisville, Ky. 


For printing post bills, per ream, $1 50 
6s accounts of mails received and sent 4 00 
66 newspuper returns 4 00 
66 accounts current 2 50 
a accounts current for distributing offices 3 00 
For faint ruling 2 00 


To True & Greene, Boston, Mass. 
Same prices as above. 

To Hitt & Barron, Concord, New Hampshire. 
Same prices as above. 

The same prices have been allowed to F. P. Blair, and to 
William A. Davis, Washington city, for printing; but they exe- 
cuted the ruling for $1 50 per ream. 

The above items, together with the advert.sements for pro- 
posals, which the law requires shall be published twelve weeks 
in succession, constitute the principal part of the printing done 
for the department. The advertising, so far as we can learn, 
has been done at the usual! rates. 

The undersigned, without any reference to the manner in 
which the post office department has been administered in for- 
mer years, or at the present time, or to the individuals who may 
have had, or new have, the management of it, are of opinion 
that the legislation of congress would be proper to the following 
effect: 

1. That the department be reorganized in such way as to se 
cure a proper degree of responsibility, not only in the head, but 





on 4 Seber .. 4 ot oe anes Ges 2 ea 


as 


tim Da a -: a: 





















NILES’ REGISTER—JUNE 21, 1834—EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 291 











in the subordinate branches of the department; and for that 

urpose the auditing of the accounts, and the final adjudication 
of them, and the disbursements of its moneys, should be confid- 
ed to officers appointed by the president and senate. 

2, That reports be made to congress anoually, of all the ex- 
venditares of. the department, stated in detail, including inci- 
dental expenses; also, of all new contracts, and modifications 
of contracts, and their respective prices; also, a statement of 
the amount paid for the transportation of the mail on each route, 
in the several states and territories, as near as may be. 

3, That any person employed in the general post office, shall 
be prohibited from becoming a mail contractor, or interested in 
a mail contract, or an agent, with or without compensation, for 
a mail contractor. hie 

4, That advertisements for proposals to carry the mail, is- 
sued previous to the periodical lettings, be made, as near as 
may be, according to the manner in which, in the judgment of 
the postmaster general, the mail should be transported during 
the period of the contract. | 

5. That the sealed proposals received from bidders for mail 
contraets, shall not be opened until after the time for receiving 
bids shall have expired. 

6. That reports be made to congress, annually, of ali failures 
by contractors to deliver mails, and the action of the postinas- 
ter general in regard thereto, in each case. 

FELIX GRUNDY, 
JOHN M. ROBINSON, 
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EDITORIAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


With the extra means used, we have not made 
much impression on the mass of current matter before 
us, nor cam room be obtained for several articles which 
have been prepared for this number. Until after the 
rising of congress, we cannot hold much discretion over 
the contents of our pages—they must be given up to a re- 
cord of the public documents and proceedings: but re- 
lieved of these, there are several important subjects that 
we intend to diseuss, editorially,—and, with the large 
supply that we have of valuable stock-copy, it is hoped 
that the Reeisrer will be made more generally interest- 
ing than it now is, or any other weekly record can be, for 
the chief contents of such periodicals are anticipated by 
the daily press, and elbow-room cannot be obtained for 
miscellaneous matter, or desultory reading. 


We had prepared a neat abstract of the most recent fo- 
reign intelligence—but our labor is lost, for we cannot 
“eet itin.’? No important event, however, has happen- 
ed. The affairs of Spain and Portugal, &e. remain nearly. 
as they were at our last advices. 

fG-P. S. The mail of last evening brought us the N. 
York papers in mourning. By a late arrival, we learn 
that the good LAFAYETTE died on the 20th May, in 
the 77th year of his age. The papers are filled with 
tributes of respect to his memory. He was the illustrious 
link between the past age and the present—the man of 
two worlds, 


We know that not much faith is due to the it is saids 
from Washington—and so do not often notice them; but 
itisrumored that Mr. J’uney may be named for secre- 
tary of state, or that Mr. Forsyth will be—Mr. Polk, of 
the house of representatives, secretary of the treasury— 
Mr. Wilkins, senator of the U. S. postmaster general— 
and Mr. Moore, who contested the right to a seat in the 
house with Mr. Letcher, be placed at the head of a bu- 
reau. There has been, also, an ‘‘it is said,” that Mr. 
Cass would resign the secretaryship of the war depart- 
ment, 


ae 


It will be seen in the journal of the house of repre- 
sentatives, that Mr. McKim proposes to issue fifteen 
millions in treasury notes, which are to be LOANED to in- 
dividuals on good security, &c. ‘The project did not 
meet with a favorable reception, nor do we suppose that 
such a one ever will, under circumstances like the pre- 
sent. Though Mr. McKim has long entertained this 
project, it rests upon the principle of certain proceed- 
ings lately had in N. York, and its operation would be to 
gather power, after the manner “of the safety fund sys- 
tem, for political purposes. And, without a reference 
to this case, it may be observed—that some of the 
**nerish credit” folks, and loudest talkers and brawlers 





subjected to the managements of their party—witness 
the establishment of many new state banks, and the 
grand schemes thrown out for building up others, on 
paper, paper, paper. 

With regard to this proposition, the United States 
Gazette well observes— 

**If there is no distress, why should the government lend fif- 
teen millions to individuals? And, if there is distress, why not 
remove the cause, to which all classes of citizens who com- 
plain, concurrently point??? 

Things will remain as they are, so far as they depend 
on the government, at least until the next meeting of 
congress; when, perhaps, instructions may be given that 
will be obeved, after the manner suggested in the senti- 
ment offered by judge Carr, when gov. Floyd was pub- 
licly dined at Richmond, as follows— 

“The people—would they be obeyed, let them discard the 
soft, suing language of memorials, and each district speak to its 
own representative in the voice of a master.’? 

Thus the people of Virginia have spoken to Mr. 
Rives, and so did his distriet speak to Mr. Stevenson. 


_—_— 


As was anticipated, the senate, having rejected the no- 
mination of Martin Gordon, as collector at New Orleans, 
also rejected the nomination of his son, presented by 
the president, for the same office, without a division. 
‘**Not, probably, (as the National Intelligencer observes), 
on the grounds on which his father’s nomination was re- 
jected, but because of his youth and consequent presum- 
ed want of character and experience sufficiently mature 
for so important and responsible a station.” 

We have no recollection of a precedent for such a no- 
mination, under the circumstances of the case, as that of 
young Gordon. The senate, however, promptly con- 
firmed the nomination of James W. Breedlove, as collec- 
tor at New Orleans. 


a 


About two weeks since, the Irish laborers on the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal, near the Point of Rocks, 
had a series of battles among themselves, in which three 
persons were murdered, and many others injured. And 
during the whole of the present week, two or three com- 
panies of the Baltimore volunteers have been engaged in 
a harrassing and unpleasant duty, to reduce and keep in 
order large bodies of Irishmen, employed on the Balti- 
more and Washington rail road, about 18 miles hence, 
in the neighborhood of the Patuxent—who, divided and 
marshalled into two furious parties, the Fardowns or 
Long fords and the Corkonians, commenced general hos- 
tilities on Sunday last, which have been partially conti- 
nued, notwithstanding the presence of the troops, up to 
this time, though some sixty or seventy of the apparent 
leaders had been arrested and sent to prison. It is be- 
lieved that four or five persons have been murdered in 
these affrays, and broken heads, black eyes and bloody 
noses are ‘*without count’—several being also seriously 
injured in some of their limbs. It is said that they had 
colleeted about forty muskets, and appeared resolved to 
use them against the troops—but they gave way when- 
ever an advance was made upon them, and seattered in 
the woods, through which they were hotly pursued. 
Several of the shantees, or huts, had been fired by them 
and consumed, and much distress prevails, among the wo- 
men and children. ‘The whole affray was among them- 
selves, except that they essayed an attack upon a body 
of German laborers, who resisted and beat them back, 
being well disciplined and steady, and partially armed 
for defence. A good many of the Irish were supplied 
with short pikes. The number of rioters is thought to 
have been four or five hundred, on each side; and neither 
party seems yet disposed to end the quarrel. From 100 
to 150 of the troops remain in the neighborhood. Such 
brutal and wicked proceedings must be stopped—but the 
frequent occurrence of them renders many indifferent of 
any result, provided only these foreign factions do not 
meddle with the persons and property of peaceable peo- 
ple. 


It makes us quite melancholy to see that the demoeratic 
‘¢*Albany Argus” is manufacturing the celebrated general 


for a gold currency, have no sort of objection to the es- | Root into a thorough-going ‘‘federalist”—an alien to the 


tablishment of new manufactorics of paper money, if| ‘republican party”’—though president and chief of the 
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‘Spartan band” of 17, in the senate of New York, in 
1824, and proceeding the whole length, and a little more, 
to “preserve the republican party,” by denying the right 
of suffrage to the people of that state, at the presidential 
election—and though that denial, by depriving Mr..Adams 
of the highest vote for president, probably was the leading 
cause of the success of general Jackson in 1828! It ap- 
pears that the sin of gen. Root is in believing that the 
‘‘mortgage”’ law is ‘‘inexpedient.”’ 

There wasa “Spartan band” in the senate of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1798, which nearly defeated the election of Mr. 
Jefferson, while a large majority of ‘the people were in 
favor of him, as was the majority in New York in favor 
of Mr. Adams in 1828; and we hear of another that may 
hereafter appear—The official ‘‘Globe” says— 

“A new bank of the United States, with either a limited or 
perpetual charter, will not be easily established. We believe 
that none could now pass either house of congress. We know 
it could not unite two-thirds of both houses. If it could pass 
the two houses, a band, (a Spartan band, if it must be so), 


would rally around the hero of New Orleans, and defend this 
battlement of the constitution to the last extremity.”? 


What!—aGaINST TWO-THIRDS OF BOTH HOUSES? 


We mentioned sometime ago that col. William Duane 
had issued proposals for the revival of the ‘‘Aurora.” 
He has just now explained his intentions fully—he en- 
tirely approves and will support ‘‘the policy of general 
Jackson.”? He is decidedly opposed to the bank, ora 
bank—thinks that the power of the president ‘‘to remove 
his secretaries,’’ is unquestionable. He rather doubts 
the ‘‘prudential policy” (and that only), of the removal 
of the deposites, but heartily concurs in the doctrines of 
the protest, and in “the letter and spirit of the two un- 
answered and unanswerable speeches of col. Benton on 
the bank question.” 

We shall insert the prospectus and exposition at length, 
when less pressed for room than at present. 


eo 


We felt assured from a late view of things at Washing- 
ton, that a direct vote on the resolutions from the senate, 
the one declaring the reasons of the secretary of the trea- 
sury for the removal of the public deposites from the 
bank of the United States to be unsatisfactory and insuf- 
ficient, and the other requiring the deposites of the public 


money to be hereafter made in the bank of the United | 


States, would be avoided in the house of representatives, 
as hinted at in our last number; and on the 13th instant, 
they were both laid on the table. It is thus settled, we 
think, that things will remain just as they are, with re- 
lation to the bank of the U. States, the local banks, and 
the keeping and distribution of the public money—and 
that all persons should govern themselves accordingly. 
We must bear and forbear, and help one another as much 
as we can, during the always-oppressive summer months 
on men who have much money to pay—for the usual diffi- 
culties,will be much increased with these. They may 
hope for a partial relief in the paralysis that has been 
given to enterprise—but this paralysis will bear on the la- 
boring poor, deprived of employment. And with such a 
summer as is before us—what must be expected in the 
winter season, “which we know must come?” In the 
last winter, for an example, there were perhaps two hun- 
dred houses in Baltimore being finished by our carpen- 
ters; from present ok there will searcely be 
twenty to be so finished in the next, and very few of these 
are extensive buildings. 


The health of Mr. cDuffe has considerably im- 
proved since he retired, for the present, from his seat in 
the house of representatives, and it is hoped that a visit 
he is about making to the White Sulphur springs, in 
Virginia, will restore him. 

Gov. Hayne has declined to call an extra meeting of 
the legislature of South Carolina, in consequence of the 
late decision of the judges against the test oath, as had 
been earnestly requested of him. We shall record the 
papers belonging to these matters. 

Mr. Duane, being recently at Providence, R. I. partook 
of a publie dinner in that city, at which some incidents 
eecurred that should, aud will be, preserved, 
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Mr. Cooper, the novelist, has entered the political 
arena, and made a book about the events of the times. 
Many will regret this proceeding on the part of Mr. € 


The Synagogue belonging to the congregation of She- 
rath-Israel, just finished in Crosby street, New York, was 
on the afternoon of the 12th inst. consecrated with the 
most imposing and interesting ceremonies, which were 
closed by an oration by M. M. Noah, esq. The build- 
ing is a very costly and beautiful one, fifty-six feet in 
front by seventy-five in depth. It was on this occasion 
filled in every part, and most of the clergy and magis- 
trates were present, 


_— 


The National Intelligencer of the 16th inst. says,— 

It is a circumstance to which it may be worth while to cai! 
the attention of the reader, that, taking the two houses of con- 
gress together, a majority of congress has pointedly condemn. 
ed and rebuked the removal of the public money from deposite 
in the bank of the United States. Thus: in the house of repre- 
sentatives, the vote on laying the resolution of that import upon 
the table (a test vote) was 114to 102. In the senate, the ma- 
jority upon Mr. Clay’s resolution, condemning the removal of 
the deposites, was so decisive, that the yeas and nays were not 
asked for by the minority; but, the whole senate being presenr, 
the majority in its favor may be set down at 15 or 20. [On Mr, 
Benton’s motion to commit the resolution, with instructions, 
&c. on whichthe yeas and nays were taken, the actual major- 
ity against the commitment, and in favor of the resolution, was 
nineteen]. In joint meeting of the two houses, therefore, there 
are a sure and firm majority who are of the opinion that the rea- 
sons which have been assigned by the executive for the remoy 
al of the public deposites are unsatisfactory and insufficient. 


The Globe of Thursday, the 19th says— 

**We understand that Mr. McLane has resigned his office of 
secretary of state, the resignation to take eifect as soon during 
ihe present session of congress as it may be convenient for the 
president to appoint a successor. 


**It is well understood that, in regard to some prominent mea- 
sures which occupy much of the public attention, Mr. McLane 
has entertained different views from the president. But the 
president, who has through life exercised his own independence 
of judgment, is too generous, and too just, to give up one, es- 
teemed by him as a friend, an honest patriot, and faithful public 
officer, for a mere difference of opinion: and as no action by the 
department of state was requisite in carryiug into effect the 
measures in question, he saw no public necessity for a separa 
tion. Between two men of elevated sentiments, there was no- 
thing in such a state of things to interrupt the harmony of either 
their official or private relations, and their mutual confidence 
and esteem have therefore continued unimpaired. We know 
that the president has yielded to Mr. McLane’s wish to retire 
from his administration with regret, and that he has freely ex- 
pressed, not only his high sense of Mr. McLane’s patriotism, 
talents, and eminent services, but his sincere friendship—a sen- 
timent which is fully reciprocated by Mr. McLane.’’ 

Several cases of cholera had appeared on board of 
some of the passenger vessels lately arrived at Quebec— 
and this awful disease yet continues, but rather in solita- 
ry cases, in parts of Louisiana, Alabama, &c. and on the 
western waters, 

An attempt was made, on Monday last, by Mr. Wood- 
all, to ascend in a balloon from Fair Mount, accompa- 
nied by a young lady—the last, as a novelty, perhaps, 
was necessary to collect a company; but it so happened, 
that, when the balloon had been inflated, and the car was 
about to be attached, a rent was made in it near the top, 
and the gas escaped in a minute, and so the exhibition 
ended. The damage is said to have been caused by thie 
tightening of the cords designed to sustain the ear. 

This is the third failure, in succession, and we hope 
it may lead to an abandonment of such exhibitions, !" 
Baltimore. We have had quite enough of them; and of 
other sorts of balloonings and explosions, for a good 
while to come. 

We understand that many of those who had not con- 
tributed a cent to encourage this attempt of Mr. Wood- 
all, were very much disposed to make a riot because 
that he could not ascend! If, in idleness, they had gone 
out to see something which would have cost them no- 
thing, they ought rather to sympathise with the pecun!- 
ry loss sustained in the failure of those who would have 
gratified them, had it been practicable to do so. ‘The 
respectable audience, within the enclosure, showed the 
greatest forbearance, and even good humor, though «is 
uppointed—as we are informed, 
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We are much pleased to hear that Messrs. Key & Bid- 
dle, of Philadelphia, are about to publish an edition of 
the famous *‘Bive Boox.” Hitherto only a small num- 
ber of this work has been printed, but this will place the 
army of officers, with their pay and emoluments and al- 
lowances, immediately before the people, and they can 
see the number and the cost of them. 


THe AFFAIR AT TOULON. It does not certainly appear how 
many shotted guns were fired on board the frigate United States, 
when saluting on the king’s birth day—but two men were killed 
and four wounded on board the French ship Suffrein. Captain 
Ballard was at Marseilles when the accident happened—but re- 
turning just afterwards, he addressed two letters to the prefect 
of marine, expressing his deep regret on account of it, &e. The 
following papers contain all that it is necessary to notice at pre- 

nt: 

"ls the French chamber of deputies, on the 7th May, M. de 
Rigney, minister of foreign affairs, in reply to a call for informa- 
tion on the subject, said—It is too true that an unfortunate 
event, [ will even say, an awkward accident, has happened in 
tie port of Toulon, for it is impossible to suppose that a foreign 
vessel, celebrating in a French port, the king’s fete, intention- 
ally fired with ball at one of our vessels, and if proof in this re- 
spect were wanting, I could read to the chamber a letter writ- 
ten by the commander of the frigate to the maritime prefect. 
(Read! Read!) The letter is in the following terms. Itis in 
English. 1 translate. 

Str: It is with the deepest sorrow I learned on my arrival 
from Marseilles (for gentlemen, you must know the captain of 
the American frigate was at the moment at Marseilles) the sad 
accident which occurred in firing a salute in honor of the day 
from the frigate United States. It is impossible for me to ex- 
press what [ feel on this occasion. To fully comprehend it I 
pray you, sir, to place yourself fora moment in my situation, 
and at the same time to receive the assurance, which | give 
with the most perfect confidence that it is sincere, of the pro- 
found regret which fills the breast of every officer and sailor of 
the two American vessels at present at Toulon. 

The master gunner, who has been the cause of this unfortu- 
nate disaster, had the reputation of a brave and good officer, but 
he had been but a short time on board the ship. I have placed 
him under arrest, and my intention is to bring him before a 
court martial as soon as I join the officer in command of the 
American foree. Asa proof of the tue sentiments and deep 
sympathy which is felt by us on this occasion, I beg you, sir, to 
allow that a collection of 5,000 francs, which has been made 
from the crew of the ships, be appropriated to the use of the 
victims of this unfortunate accident. (From all parts—very 
well! very well!) Signed HENRY E. BALLARD, 

captain U. S. navy, commanding the frigate U.S. 


A letter from Toulon, dated May 6, received at New York, 
says—that the reply of the admiral to captain Ballard was high- 
ly satisfactory in every respect, except in reference to the sub- 
scription for the families of the killed and wounded, made on 
board the Constellation and United States. .The object of this 
seemed to be misunderstood—and, though pronounced ‘‘noble 
and generous,”’ the acceptance of it was declined. 

The circumstance led to a second letter from our command- 
er, of which also, as you have the beginning of the correspon- 
dence, I will furnish you a copy. 
U. 8. Frigate, United States, Roads of Toulon, May 2, 1834. 

Sir,—Lam this momentin possession of your letter of the 
morning. 

ithas made me most happy by the strong assurance it con- 
tains, that ‘*the whole body of the navy at Toulon” are convinc- 
ed of the sorrow that fills our hearts, atthe deplorable accident 
of yesterday, as well as by the generous’ admission, that the 
event we mourn ‘is the effect of one of those fatal circum- 
stances which are independent of any will.”’ 

I beg leave, again to offer the assurance, that the gunner 
through whose negligence the said accident occurred (and who 
being a warrant officer can only be punished by the sentence of 
a court-martial) is now under arrest; and shall be brought to 
trial, as soon as itis my good fortune to fall in with the com- 
mander in chief of our squadron in the Mediterranean. 

On the subject of the five thousand francs intended to be 
placed in your hands for distribution, by the generous sons of 
the ocean under my command, | beg to assure you sir, that it 
has nothing to do with indemnification; it is the voluntary out- 








pouring of generous spirits, sorrowing for the consequences of 


an accident over which they had no control, and which they 
would have laid down their lives to have prevented. 

itis not to indemnify, and has no reference to compensation; 
but it is to alleviate, if possible, for a time at least, the sorrows 
of a widowed heart; to supply the wants of the orphan, and to 
soften the pillow of the aged and dependant, who may mourn 





Since the receipt of this communication, indeed immediate- 


ly afterwards, the prefect, attended by full staff, has paid a 


friendly visit, and partaken of a dejeuner a la fourchette with 
capt. Ballard; and every thing is restored to an amicable and 
kind footing. The contribution, however, has not been ac- 
cepted for the families of the sufferers. 


On Thursday last the following proper and prompt niessage 
was received from the president of the United States— 

To the house of representatives of the United States: 

I transmit to congress an extract of a despatch from Mr. Li- 
vingston, the minister of the United States at Paris, dated the 
7th ult., and the copy of a communication made to him by cap- 
tain Ballard, commander of the frigate United States, by which 
it appears that in firing a national salute from that ship at Tou- 
lon, in honor of the birth-day of the king of the French, two 
men were killed, and four others wounded, on board the 
French ship of war Suffrein. Suitable explanations were im- 
mediately made to the Freneh admiral; and the officers and 
crew of the American frigate, with that generosity which dis- 
tinguishes their profession, promptly contributed, by a liberal 
subscription, towards providing for the families of the anfortu- 
nate sufferers. I am sure, however, that I should not do jus- 
tice to the feelings of the American people, on this occasion, if 
I did notinvite congress to assume, On their part, this melan- 
choly duty. I propose, therefore, that the same provision be 
made by law for these French seamen, and their families, as 
would be made for American seamen killed or wounded in bat- 
tle. 

This proceeding will shew the deep sensibility with which 
the disastrous accident is viewed by the United States, and 
their readiness to alleviate those consequences which cannot 
be remedied. ANDREW JACKSON, 
Washington 18th June, 1834. 


It is difficult to excuse the person of persons whose neglect 
caused this misfortune—but itis not the first case of the kind 
that has happened. 


TREASURY REPORT. 
Treasury department, June 16th, 1834. 

Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the senate, of the 
7th of May last, directing the secretary of the treasury “to re- 
port as soon as practicable, to the senate, the amount of duties 
received and accrued on former imports, during the first quar- 
ter of the year 1834, with a table showing the comparative 
amount of that quarter, and the corresponding quarter of the 
year 1833, and distinguishing between the amounts accrued or 
received at each port.’’ Also, ‘*whether any thing bas happen- 
ed since his annual report was made at the commencement of 
the present session of congress, to vary, in his opinion, the es- 
timate contained in the said report of the proceeds of the daties 
on foreign imports for the year 1834:’? I herewith transmit the 
statement required by the first resolution above mentioned, by 
which it appears that the duties which accrued from custome 
in the first quarter of 1833, amounted to the sum of $5,798,114 
87, and in the corresponding quarter of 1834, to the sum of 
$5,344,540 40, and that the actual receipts into the treasury from 
the same source in the former quarter, amounted to $6,966,437 
09, and in the latter to $4,435,386 13. A few of the mimor ports 
—_ not been heard from; but they cannot materially vary the 
result. 

In answer to the second resolution, I have the honor to state, 
that estimating the duties on foreign imports in the annual re- 
port made at the commencement of the present session, it was 
assumed as the basis of the estimate, that the imports of the 
present year would be nearly equal to those of 1832. This esti- 
mate was higher than the average imports of the five or six pre- 
ceding years; but, as stated in that report, it was considcred as 
a safe one; because, although the imports of 1831 and 1832 had 
been unusually large, those of 1833 had gone still higher, and the 
general state of commerce and the situation of the country jus- 
tified the belief that there would be no serious diminution in the 
present year. 

From the comparative statement of the amount of duties 
which accrued in the first quarter of the present year, and the 
corresponding quarter of 1833, it appears that the amount of fo- 
reign imports in the first quarter of 1834, must have exceeded 
that of the corresponding quarter in the preceding year. Seve- 
ral articles which form important items in our ordinary imports, 
and paid duty in the first quarter of 1833, were free from duty 
in the first quarter of 1834, and the rate of duty was reduced on 
others; and the difference between the amount of duty which 
accrued in these two quarters, would have been greater if the 
importations in the latter had not exceeded those of the former. 

In some instances, without doubt, importations, which in the 
ordinary course of our foreign trade would have been made in 
the last quarter of 1833, were delayed until the first quarter of 





a loss we cannot replace. 5 File lar 
In requesting you, sir, to be the channel of this distribution, 


their only desire is to afford him who has won the applause of 


the brave, an opportunity of enjoying another gratification in 

blessing the afflicted. I have the honor to be, with perfect re- 

spect, your obedient servant, Henry E. BALLaRpD. 
captain in U. S. navy, commanding U. S. frigate U.S. 


the present year, in order to obtain the benefit of the reduced 
tariff which took effect on the first of January last—and this cir- 
cumstance has enlarged, in some degree, the imports of the first 
quarter of 1834, But after making a due allowance for the in- 
crease which may have arisen from this cause, and which would 
be peculiar to the first quarter of the year, the amount of duties 
which accrued in the quarter, are sufficient to show that the 
imports of the present year will most probably exceed the 





To adm. the baron Frycinet, prefect of marine, at Toulon, §c. §c. 


amount at which they were estimated in the annual report, and 
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be fully equal to those of 1833, which were unusually large. If 
this expectativn should be realized, the proceeds of the customs 
will exceed the amount at which they were estimated by more 
than 1,000,000 dotiars. The difference in the comparative re- 
ceipts of the twe first quarters as shown by the statement here- 
with transmitted, does not arise from any fluctuation in com- 
merce or diminished importations, but is chiefly occasioned by 
the alterations in the times of payment introduced by the act of 
14th July, 1832. 

The receipts of the first quarter, and the bonds already taken, 
confirm the opinion that the income from customs will be great- 
er than the estimate presented at the commencement of the ses- 
sion. The actual receipts into the treasury from customs for 
the first quarter of the present year, amounted to the sum of 
$4,435,386 13; and the duties secured by bonds payable in the 
second quarter, amount to the sum of $4,003,368 77. After 
making a fair deduction trom these amounts for return duties, 
which may yet be called for, and for debentures and expenses 
of collection, the net income of these two quarters may be safe- 
ly estimated at $7,500,000. And if the third and fourth quarters 
should be only equally productive with the two first, the re- 
ceipts will equal the amount at which they were estimated in 
the annual report. But under our present system of duties, the 
receipts from customs in the ordinary course of commerce will 
always be greater in the two last quarters of the year than in the 
first. The woollen goods which form so large a portion of our 
imports, are for the most part brought into the eountry in the 
third and fourth quarters of the year. The high duties with 
which they are charged, render them a very productive source 
of revenue; and being now payable in cash, they enter into the 
receipts of the third and fourth quarters in which the goods are 
imported. The receipts of these two quarters of the vear will, 
therefore, generally exceed those of the two preceding ones by 
at least one million of dollars. 

Although not embraced in the resolution, it will no doubt be 
gratifying to the senate to learn that the receipts from lands are 
equally encouraging, and will more than equal the amount at 
which they were estimated. The receipts into the treasury, 
from this source, during the first quarter of the present year, 
amount to the sum of $1,398,206 18, while in the correspond- 
ing quarter of 1833, they amounted only to $658,526 66, and 
from the returns already received for the present quarter, the 
receipts of the two first quarters of this year, from lands, may 
be safely estimated at more than $2,000,000. [n the annual 
report, the receipts for the whole year were estimated at 
$3,000,000. The information above stated, shows that the an- 
ticipated income from this source, as well as from the customs, 
will be more than realized. 

Upon the whole, the information received since the annual 
report on the finances was made to congress, affords satisfac- 
tory evidence that the extent of our foreign commerce has been 
fully sustained, and gives strong reasons for believing that the 
receipts into the treasury during the present year will be great- 
er than the amount at which they were estimated at the com- 
mencement of the present session. 

But I beg leave to repeat what I have already said, in the an- 
nual report from this department. that as the receipts of each 
year, urter the present system of short credits and cash duties, 
must mainly depend on its own importations, as the estimates 
for the year can never be made with as much certainty as un- 
der the former system, when the receipts chiefly depended on 
the duties which had accrued in preceding years, and which 
were ascertained and secured by bonds before the time the es- 
timates were presented. 

And as all calculations on the amount of revenue hereafter to 
accrue, must be more or less uncertain, and are liable to be af- 
fected, by unforeseen contingencies, it would hardly be proper 
to appropriate on a scale of expenditure fully equal to the ex- 
pected income. There is, however, no reason for apprehend- 
ing that the resources of the present year can fall short of the 
estimate contained in the annual report. And itis believed 
that appropriations may be made with entire safety according 
to that estimate. I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, R. B. TANEY, secretary 

of the treasury. 
Hon. Martin Van Buren, vice president U. S. 

and president of the senate. 

TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

June 12. The senate proceeded to the unfinished business, 
being the motion to print 30,000 copies of the reports on the 
post office department, which motion was, after a protracted 
debate, agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Bell, Bibb, Calhoun, Chambers, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, 
Mangum, Nandain, Poindexter, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, 
Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler, 
Webster,—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Forsyth, Hendricks, 
Hill, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Morris, Shepley, 
Tallmadge, White, Wilkins, Wright—14. 

On motion of Mr. Clayton, the printing of the documents was 
ordered to be done under the direction of the committee. 

The senate then adjourned. 

June 13. Various proceedings were had which will! suffi- 
ciently appear in futnre notices of them—[and like omissions of 
the progress of miscellaneous business, will hereafter be made}. 
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The chair announced as the special order of the day, the pj 
to provide for the satisfaction of claims due to certain citizens 
for spoliations committed on their commerce by the French 
prior to the 30th September, 1830; when ’ 

Mr. Forsyth moved to postpone the bill until the 1st Monday 
in December next. 

Messrs. Chambers, Poindexter and Webster opposed the post- 
ponement, and the motion was lost by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Cathonn, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King 
of Geo., Tallmadge, Tyler, White, Wright—16. * 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Frelinghny- 
sen, Kent, Knight, Leigh, Linn, McKean, Moore, Naudain, 
Poindexter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Shepley, 
Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Webster, 
W ilkins—26. 

On motion of Mr. Poindezter, the bill was then postponed to, 
and made the order of the day for, Tuesday next. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness, and, when the doors wete opened, adjourned. 


June 14. Mr. Webster reported the bill from the hotse, to re. 
gulate the value of certain silver coins, with amendments, and 
gave notice that he should call itup early next week. 

The following bills were severally read the third time and 
passed. 

The bill creating two additional land districts, the one in the 
state of Illinois, and the other in the territory of Michigan. 

The bill for the repair of Mar’s Hill military road in the state 
of Maine; and 

The bill confirming certain Jand claims in the state of Alaba- 
ma. 

‘The bill providing for the final settlement of the claims of 
states for interest on advances to the United States during the 
last war, Was taken up, debated by Messrs. Hill, Chambers, 
Preston and Bibb; and 

On motion of Mr. Preston, recommitted ta the committee 
Which reported it, with instructions so to amend it, as to estab- 
lish the rate of interest at 5 per cent. per annum, by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Black, Brown, Calhoun, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hill, Kane, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, 
Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Morris, Preston, Robinson, 
Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tyler, Waggaman, White, 
Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chambers, Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Freling- 
huysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, MeKean, Naudain, Poin- 
dexter, Porter, Prentiss, Silsbee, Smith, Sprague, Swift, Tom- 
linson, Webster—19. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the senate proceeded to the 
consideration of executive business, and, when the doors were 
opened, adjourned. 

June 16. The chair communicated from the secretary of the 
treasury, in reply to acall made on the llth March last, a state- 
ment relating to additional compensation allowed to mail con- 
tractors since the 30th Sept. 1825; which was referred and or- 
dered to be printed. 

The chair also presented, from the treasury department, a 
statement showing the amount of duties received en foreign 
imports during the first quarter of the year 1834, together with 
estimates of the probable receipts for the next three quarters; 
which, on motion of Mr. Webster, was laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate took up the bill from 
the house to regulate silver coins, when the amendments re- 
ported by the committee on finance were considered and 
agreed to. 

The first amendment fixes the weight of a dollar at 415 grains; 
the next fixes the weight of five france pieces, at 384 graims; and 
the third strikes out 12 grains from the fineness of the South 
American dollar, whith leaves its fineness as follows: ten 
ounces, fifteen pennyweights in the Troy pound of 12 ounces of 
standard silver, at 116 1-10 cents per ounce, which will leave 
it of the value of 100 cents. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

[Read the third time the next day and passed]. 

The resolution allowing to E. R. Potter pay and mileage, 
while contesting the seat of Mr. Robbins as senator from Rhode 
Island, was considered, and after debate, on motion of Mr. 
Clay, referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The bill reappropriating the unexpended balances of the 
Georgia militia claims; and 

The bill making additional appropriations for the armory at 
Harper’s Ferry, were severally twice read and referred. 

[Both of the preceding bills were reported the next day, con- 
sidered in committee, and severally ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, and subsequently read a third time and passed.) 

The following bills were read the third time and passed: 

The bili extending the time of the commission under the 
French treaty: 

The bill supplementary to the act to carry into effect the 
treaty between the United States and the king of the Two Si- 
cilies; and 

The bill granting pensions to certain persons therein named. 

The resolution providing for the distribution of the diploma- 
tic correspondence was read the third time and agreed to. 

Mr. Webster moved to take up the bill making appropriations 
for the support of government for the year 1834. 
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Mr. Poindexter moved its postponement until to-morrow. 
Mr. Preston would prefer the bill to lay on the table till other 
matters of an important nature were disposed of. Where, he 
would ask, was the treasury of the United States? What con- 
trol had congress over it? He would suggest to honorable sena- 
tors the propriety of considering, before they passed any appro- 
priations, whether something ought not to be done in regard to 
securing the treasury of the country. He was indisposed to go 
into the consideratron of the appropriation bill until the treasu- 
ry was taken from irresponsible hands, and put into those 
which were responsible. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Webster, Preston 
and Forsyth, the bill was postponed unti! to-morrow. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Clay calling upon the trea- 
sury department for the amount of scrip issued to satisfy Virgi- 
pia land warrants, &c. was agreed to. 

The senate then adjourned. 

June 17. On motion of Mr. Frelinghuysen, the bill concerning 
duties on lead was taken up. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen briefly explained the character of the bill. 
It has been rendered necessary by the attempts made to evade 
the duties imposed by the tariff of 1833, by the introduction of 
lead in busts and other forms, so that instead of paying the pro- 
per duty of three cents per pound, imposed by the act, they had 
only paid a duty of fifteen per centum, ad valorem, thus pro- 
ducing great injury to the public revenue. 

He moved to amend the bill by introducing a proviso, that this 
bill should not extend to, or affect the existing duties on red and 
white lead, shot and litharge. 

Mr. Calhoun was willing to agree to any measure to prevent 
fraud; but would not sanction any proposition to extend the 
protective duties. He therefore moved to lay it on the table; 
but afterwards withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Frelinghuysen said all the provisions of the bill looked 
exclusively to the prevention of fraud except one which im- 
poses a duty of two cents on lead ore, and that was suggested 
by one of the gentleman from Missouri. But if any objection 
was made to this clause he would withdraw it. 

Mr. Calhoun renewed his motion to lay the bill on the table. 

Me. Clay, (the motion being again withdrawn), said there 
were two objects contemplated by the bill: one the prevention 
of fraud; the other an increase ofthe duty on lead ore. To the 
extent of the prevention of fraud the bill was certainly proper 
and ought to pass; but however proper the additional duty may 
be, he hoped the clause would not now be pressed. 

Mr. Preston hoped the effect of bis colleague’s motion would 
not defeat the bill. He had doubts as to the propriety of striking 
out the clause in question. If the bill was laid on the table, he 
hoped it would be taken up at an early day. 

After a few additional remarks from Mr. Calhoun, the bill 
was laid on the table, but subsequently taken up on bis motion, 
when the proviso, as moved by Mr. Frelinghuysen, was adopted, 
the clause imposing an additional duty of two cents on lead 
imported in pigs and bars stricken out, and the bill ordered toa 
third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Tyler, the senate proceeded to the conside- 
ration of executive business, and after remaining sometime en- 
gaged therein, the doors were opened, when 

The senate took up the bill to provide for the satisfaction of 
the French claims, &c. 


Messrs. Chambers and Webster addressed the senate in sup- 
port of the bill, and Mr. Forsyth in opposition to it. When Mr. 
Forsyth had concluded, the bill was, on his motion, postponed 
until Thursday next. 


The resolution providing for the distribution of the returns of 
the last census was taken up and agreed to; and then the se- 
nate adjourned. 


June 18. The chair communicated from the treasury de- 
partment the monthly accounts of the bank of the United States, 
and of the state banks where the public moneys are deposited. 


Mr. Smith presented the petition of 736 electors of Tolland 
county, Connecticut, complaining of the effect of the executive 
measures against the United States bank, and praying the res- 
toration of the deposites, &c. 


The poueen having been read, &c. 

Mr. McKean rose and said it had been stated in the public 
prints, that he had said, in his place, as a senator, that a majo- 
rity of the citizens of Pennsylvania were opposed to the removal 
of the deposites. He averred that he had never publicly or 
Privately said any such thing, nor should he now presume to 
give an Opinion one way or the other. What he had said on a 
former occasion, was—that he would vote to restore the de 
posites, not because his own mind had changed, nor because 
he believed the restoration would afford relief, but because a 
very large majority of his constituents, who had expressed an 
Opinion on the subject, had asked for the restoration as a mea- 
eure of relief; and for so doing he had been denounced asa 
traitor. But how stands the case? A statement made by one 
of the under secretaries, from the senate files, showing the num- 
ber of individuals from Pennsylvania who had petitioned that 
body to restore the deposites, and those who had remonstrated 
against the restoration, gave this result—40 different memorials, 
signed by 38,700 freemen of Pennsylvania, complained of dis- 
tress and prayed for the restoration, while there were but six 
memorials signed by only 571 individuals, who remonstrated 
against the restoration, exhibiting a majority of 38,129 in favor 
Of restoring the deposites. 
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In giving his vote for the restoration of the deposites, he had 
not consulted the mere will of the executive. He was, what he 
professed to be, the sincere friend of Andrew Jackson, though 
he detested many of the reptiles that were basking in the beams 
of his effulgence, and, without authority presuming to act and 
speak in bis name. He was there as the representative, in 
part, of the people of Pennsylvania, and, if he anderstood their 
interest and knew their will, he would advocate the one and 
obey the other, please or displease whom it might. 

Let the question be tested exclusively on party ground, and 
let the friends of general Jackson only be heard, and he was 
certainly within bounds when he said, that of the 38,700 peti- 
tioners: at least 8,000 of them were general Jackson’s sincere 
friends, and very many of them his most active supporters, 
several of them as well as himself, members of the electoral 
college in 1832, and gave him their votes. Then we have 8,000 
against 571, fourteen Jackson men in favor, to one Jackson man 
opposed to the restoration. Let the question be considered as 
you please, either as a matter of expediency, or as purely a 
party question, his vote was right. 

Mr. Clay followed in some strong remarks, and concluded by 
presenting two memorials from Pennsylvania, and proceedings 
adopted at two meetings in Kentucky. 

Mr. Knight presented a similar memorial from 400 inhabi- 
tants of Kent county, RK. Island. The above memorials were 
read, &c. 

Mr. Brown presented a memorial from a large meeting of the 
citizens of North Carolina sustaining the executive in its mea- 
sures against the bank, which was referred, &c. 

Mr. Preston reported a resolution authorising a gold medal to 
be struck, with suitable emblems and devices, and presented to 
col. Croghan, and swords to each of the following officers, 
capt. James Hunter, lieutenants Benjamin Johnson, Cyrus A. 
Burgler and John Meeks, and ensigus Edmund Ross and Joseph 
Duncan, in testimony of the high sense entertained by congress 
of their gallantry and good conduct in defence of Fort Stephen- 
ton, (or Fort Sandusky. ] 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the bill making appropriations for 
the support of the government for the year 1834, was taken up, 

A long discussion ensued on a motion by Mr. Preston to post- 
pone the bill until Tuesday next, in which Messrs. Preston, 
Webster, Forsyth, Clayand Grundy participated. 

Mr. Preston finally withdrew his motion, and the senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the amendments reported by the committee 
on finance, several intervening ones being agreed to, the last 
amendment was arrived at, which proposes to strike out the 
second section, including Mr. Vance’s limitation with respect 
to eustom house officers’ compensation, and substitute a 
clause, proposing to pay to the collectors, naval officers, sur- 
veyors, clerks, weighers and markers in the several custom 
houses, the same compensation as they would have been enti 
tled to ifthe act of 1832 had not passed, for the year 1833-4; 
provided that in no case the compensation of weighers, gua- 
gers, markers Or appraisers, by salaries or fees, shall exceed 
$2,000 per anmum, and that where two offices combine in one 
person, he shall not receive more than 2,500 dollars. 

{The amendment of which this is an abstract, was agreed to 
next day]. 

The senate adjourned. 

June 19. After the reception of petitions, the senate took up 
the bill to provide for the indemnification of American citizens 
for French spoliations, which, after a short debate, was postpon- 
ed until the next session of congress. 

The remainder of the day wag occupied in the details of the 
general appropriation bill without finally acting upon it, having 
however adopted all the amendments reported by the commit- 
tee on finance, and some others moved in senate. 

The senate then adjourned. 


—— 


MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, June 13. ‘The resolution submitted by Mr. J. Q. 
/ldams, making certain inquiries eoncerning the state depo- 
site banks, together with the amendments moved thereto by 
Messrs. Polk and Beaty, coming up, 

Mr. Beaty withdrew his amendment. After which 

The resolution was debated by Messrs. Adams. Polk and 
Wayne, until the expiration of the morning hour; when 

The bill to fix the northern boundary line of the state of Ohio, 
was taken up, the question being on Mr. Vance’s motion to re- 
fer the bill to aselect committee of seven members, which was 
agreed to. 

The joint resolutions from the senate moved in that body by 
Mr. Clay, on the subject of the removal and future deposite of 
the public moneys coming upin order. 

Mr. Polk moved to lay the first resolution, declaring the se- 
cretary of the treasury’s reasons for the removal “insufficient 
and unsatisfactory’ on the table. 

Mr. Whittlesey, under the impression that the object of Mr. 
P. was to proceed with the appropriation bills, suggested its 
being simply laid aside and taken up in turn. 

Mr. Polk persisted in his motion. 

Mr. Crockett rose and asked a call of the house. He proceed- 
ed to say that his colleague (Mr. Polk) had been dodging round 
this question all the session, and now he asked that it be laid 
on the table. I had a hope, said Mr. C. that we had a chance 


to meet the question fairly, and let members stand up to the 
rack and say to their constituents, that we have supported the 
This question is to test that fact, and I 


laws and constitution. 
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hope to meet it upon its merits, and say to the country, by our 
votes, whether we have a government or not. Mr. C. was call- 
ed to order so repeatedly, that we could not hear distinctly 
what he said, as it was not a debateable case. Mr. C. conclud- 
-ed by asking for the yeas and nays on the cal!, which were or- 
dered; and the roll having been gone through, 211 members an- 
swered to their names, and excuses having been made forsome 
of the absent members— 

Mr. Crockett moved that the sergeant-at-arms should be dis- 
patched to bring up those members, for whom excuses had not 
been made. 

Mr. Anthony, however, opposed this motion, and having 
moved a suspension of further proceedings on the call. 

Mr. Heister called for the yeas and nays, which having been 
ordered, 

Mr. Crockett suggested the propriety of sending messengers 
to the absentees, whilst the yeas and nays on this latter motion 
were being taken. 

The house finally suspended further proceedings on the call: 
yeas 107, nays 76. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Polk. 

Mr. W. R. Davis asked whether Mr. P’s object was to dis- 
pose of the subject finally, or merely to have it laid on the table 
for the present: 

Mr. Polk declined answering. The question was not de- 
bateable; and it was for the house to say what the final dispo- 
sition of the resolution should be. 

Mr. Chilton rose to propound an inquiry to Mr. P. 

Mr. Polk objected, and rose toa question of order, whether 
it was in order to propound inquiries on a question not debate- 
able: 

The Speaker decided that although the question was not de- 
bateable, the honorable member had a right to propound an in- 
quiry simply. 

Mr. CaAtlton having made a few remarks,— 

Mr. Polk rose in objection and made a point of order thereon. 

Mr. Denny rose not to propound a question to Mr. P. who ap- 
peared so sensitive, but toask the speaker whether, if a ma- 
jority should now decide to lay the subject on the table, it was 
competent, during the rest of the session, for a majority to take 
it up again? 

I'he speaker replied in the affirmative—when 

The question on laying the first resolution on the table was 
taken and decided in the affirmative: yeas 114, nays 101. 

So the said resolution was laid on the table. 

The second resolution, providing for the deposites of the pub- 
lic moneys to be made in the bank of the United States and its 
branches, after the first day of July next, being then read, 

Mr. Polk moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. Chilton called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

The question to lay it on the table was then put and decided 
as follows: yeas 118, nays 98. 

So the second resolution was also ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill to revive the act granting pre-emption rights to set- 
tlers on the public lands, approved May 30, 1830, was taken up, 
and after considerable debate, passed, yeas 124, nays 53. 

On motion of Mr. Polk the house took up the bill making ap- 
propriations for the payment of Indian annuities, and other 
similar objects. 

A very tree discussion upon the merits of the billensued, and 
after adopting sundry other amendments, and one moved by 
Mr. Binney, to prevent the right of the Senecas to a certain 
sum therein named, from being prejudiced, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Junel4. Mr. Archer, from the committe on foreign 
affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect the convention be- 
tween the United States and Spain; which bill was twice read 
and committed. 

The bill making appropriations for Indian annuities was read 
the third time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mc. McKim asked the unanimous consent of the house to 
submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a bill, to authorise the issuing 
of fifteen millions of dollars in treasury notes, bearing an inter- 
est of five per cent. per year, under the direction of a board of 
commissioners, to be appointed by law for that purpose, to be 
loaned out by said commissioners to such individuals of the se- 
veral states, who may apply for a loan, as can give full and sa- 
tisfactory security for the reimbursement of the same, on the 
ist day of July, 1836. — 

Mr. Williams objecting, 

Mr. McKim moved a suspension of the rule; whereupon 

Mr. Williams withdrew his objection, in order that this ‘‘ezr- 

eriment”’ might have a trial before the house. 

The objections were, however, renewed, and the house final- 
ly negatived the motion to suspend the rule, so as to allow the 
resolution to be offered. The house was thin and about equal- 
ly divided upon the question. 

On motion of Mr. Polk, the house, in committee of the whole, 
took up the bill making appropriations for certain fortifications 
for 1834; which with several other appropriation bills, were 
considered, and then laid aside for the present. 

The house in committee of the whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill making appropriations for the West Point 
military academy; which bill, after several propositions being 
made and rejected, going to abolish the school at present, or 





prospectively, and an aniunated debate, was laid aside. 





i 
ee we 


The bill regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins wit))- 
in the U. States was then taken up in committee of the whole 
read by sections, and after debate laid aside: when 4 

The above mentioned and other bills were reported to the 
house. 

The bill to reappropriate an unexpended balance of the former 
appropriation for the payment of the Georgia militia claims for 
the year 1792, 1793 and 1794, was read a third time and passed 

The house adjourned. 

Monday, June 16. The house proceeded to the consideration 
of the memorial of Wayne county, Indiana, praying for the res- 
toration of the deposites and the recharter of the United States 
bank; when 

Mr. McCarty addressed the house at length thereon, avowing 
that although he had been hitherto opposed to the bank of the 
United States as at present chartered, yet considering this me- 
morial as an expression of opinion on the part of his constituents 
as to the necessity of such an institution, which he was bound 
to receive as instructions from them, he would support a propo- 
sition for the chartering of a national bank, with proper restric- 
tions, &c. 

A warm and somewhat personal debate ensued between 
Messrs. Wardwell and Selden, of New York, the former having 
seized this occasion to prefer charges against the latter of im- 
properly using the franking privilege in his district, which 
charge was indignantly repelled by Mr. Selden as untrue through- 
out. The debate was finally arrested by Mr. Grennell, on whose 
a the memorial was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

The memorial from the inhabitants of Franklin county, Mass, 
of a similar character, was then taken up, read, referred, &e. 

The resolutions of the house of representatives of Rhode [s- 
land presented on a former occasion, remonstrating against the 
removal of the deposites, &c. was taken up, when 

Mr. Burges addressed the house in their favor, and in con- 
demnation of the various course of the administration. 

Mr. Pearce obtained the floor, in reply; but the hour having 
expired, gave way. 

The house then too up the Cumberland road bill. 

Mr. Polk moved to reduce the appropriation from 652,120 dol- 
lars to 300,000 dollars. 

Messrs. Stewart and McKennan opposed the reduction. Se- 
verai other gentlemen engaged in the debate, which continued 
until a late hour, when Mr. Polk’s motion was rejected. 

{On the next day Mr. Polk’s motion was reconsidered and 
agreed to. Several other amendments were proposed, aud de- 
bated, the whole of which were cut off by 

Mr. McKim, who moved the previous question, which was 
seconded, ayes 102— 

The previous question having been aceordingly put and car- 
ried—The main question, which was on ordering the bill, as 
amended, to its third reading, was decided, by yeas and nays, 
as follows: yeas 127, nays 72, and the bill was then read a third 
time, passed and sent to the senate, &c.} 

The house adjourned. 


Tuesday, June 17. Mr. Ellsworth reported a bill authorising 
the secretary of the treasury to grant a certain right of way in 
the city of New York—twice read and ordered to a third read- 
ing. 

After unsuccessful attempts to make the bill graduating the 
price of public lands; and the bill relating to the trade with the 
West Indies, the special orders for certain days, 


Mr. Jones, of Geo. asked the unanimous consent of the house 
to offer a resolution regulating and restricting contracts for car- 
rying the mail, and abolishing extra allowances for any such 
service. 

Mr. Conner intimated that there was a bill covering the whole 
ground reported in the senate, when the house refused to consi- 
der the resolution. 

Mr. Watmough made an ineffectual attempt to introduce a 
resolution inquiring into the late unfortunate affair at Toulon, 
with a view of making provision for the families of those who 
were killed on board the French ship of war, by the shot fired 
from the frigate United States. 

The house adjourned. 


Wednesday, June 18. Mr. Whittlesey reported a bill amenda- 
tory of the act for the relief of the owners of vessels sunk for the 
defence of Baltimore—-twice read and postponed til} Friday 
next. 

The amendments of the senate to the bill regulating the va- 
lue of foreign silver coin were read and concurred in. 

The bill authorising the secretary of the treasury to grant a 
certain right of way in the city of New York, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The residue of the day was occupied in the discussion of the 
details of the bill making appropriations for harbors, removing 
obstructions from rivers, &c. 

The house, at 7 o’clock, adjourned. 


Thursday, June 19. The bills reported by the committee on 
Indian affairs are to be considered on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Polk gave notice that he should move to-morrow to take 
up the bill regulating the deposite of the public money in the 
loeal banks. 

A message on the subject of the occurrence at Toulon was 
received from the president—see page 293. 

The harbor bill, after a protracted discussion, was finally dis- 
posed of by being /aid on the table: and then the house adjourned. 








